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Talking Back to Envy 
James 3:13-18 
13 Who is wise and knowledgeable among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not be arrogant and lie about the truth. 15 This is not wisdom that comes down from 
above but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there 
will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of 
partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make 
peace. 
Proverbs 3:31 
Do not envy the violent, and do not choose any of their ways, 
Proverbs 23:17 
Do not let your heart envy sinners, but always continue in the fear of the Lord. 
Proverbs 24:1 
Do not envy the wicked, nor desire to be with them, 
Proverbs 24:19 
Do not fret because of evildoers. Do not envy the wicked, 
Ecclesiastes 4:4 
Then I saw that all toil and all skill in work come from one person’s envy of another. This also is 
vanity and a chasing after wind. 
Ezekiel 35:11 
therefore, as I live, says the Lord God, I will deal with you according to the anger and envy that 
you showed because of your hatred against them, and I will make myself known among you 
when I judge you. 
Mark 7:21-23 
21 For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: sexual immorality, 
theft, murder, 22 adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, debauchery, envy, slander, pride, 
folly. 23 All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
Romans 1:29 
They were filled with every kind of injustice, evil, covetousness, malice. Full of envy, murder, 
strife, deceit, craftiness, they are gossips, 
Galatians 5:19-21 
19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, debauchery, 20 idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, 
carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such 
things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
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Galatians 5:26 
Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one another. 
Titus 3:3 
For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and 
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating one another. 
James 4:5 
Or do you suppose that the scripture speaks to no purpose? Does the spirit that God caused to 
dwell in us desire envy? 
1 Peter 2:1 
Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice and all guile, insincerity, envy, and all slander. 
Job 5:2 
2 Surely vexation kills the fool, 
    and jealousy slays the simple. 
Matthew 22:37-39 
37 He said to him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
1 Timothy 6:3-8 
3 Whoever teaches otherwise and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the teaching that is in accordance with godliness 4 is conceited, understanding nothing, and 
has a morbid craving for controversy and for disputes about words. From these come envy, 
dissension, slander, base suspicions, 5 and wrangling among those who are depraved in mind 
and bereft of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. 6 Of course, there is great 
gain in godliness combined with contentment, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, so 
that we can take nothing out of it, 8 but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 
these. 
John 3:22-30 
22 After this Jesus and his disciples went into the region of Judea, and he spent some time there 
with them and baptized. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim because water was 
abundant there, and people kept coming and were being baptized. 24 (John, of course, had not 
yet been thrown into prison.) 
25 Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and a Jew. 26 They came 

to John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, to whom you 

testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” 27 John answered, “No one can receive 

anything except what has been given from heaven. 28 You yourselves are my witnesses that I 

said, ‘I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ 29 He who has the bride is the 

bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom who stands and hears him rejoices greatly at the 

bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. 30 He must increase, but I must 

decrease.” 
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