
 

 
As I write this, the seven-day average for Spokane county COVID 
cases has decreased from 1,642 on February 2 to just 394 today. I 
pray for our community and our world that this trend will 
continue. I thank God for the vaccine and other positive 
developments in the course of the pandemic. 

Throughout the pandemic our precautions have been effective at 
preventing spread during church events, and now more and more 
gatherings are taking place safely in person. You have all been part 
of caring for our world by wearing masks and taking other 
precautions. 

Is it time for you to return to in-person church gatherings? We 
each must make choices for ourselves and our families, but the 
beginning of Lent might be a good time to return if you have not 
already done so. Online engagement is a blessing, but what we do 
online does not impact our spiritual life in the same way.  

This Lent, we will continue reading 
the Gospel of Mark. Our readings 
and sermons will, in fact, flow 
right into the events of Holy 
Week. Mark’s Gospel brings a 
quick-running account of Holy 
Week. It shows us that Jesus is 
just the right person to bring 
grace into our lives. He is right On 
The Mark! 

Peace in Christ, 
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Sunday, February 27 
10:15 AM Congregational Meeting and 
      Official Welcoming of Jennie Barber 
 

Wednesday, March 2 
12-1:00 Drive-Through Imposition of Ashes 
7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service 
 

Monday, March 7 
6:00 PM 4-Week Small Group Starts 
 

Friday, March 11 
9:30 AM 4-Week Small Group Starts 
 

Sunday, March 13 
10:15 AM Searching for Sunday Book Group 

Begins  
 

Thursday, April 14 
6:30 PM 4-Week Small Group Starts 
 

Friday, April 15 
7:00 PM Good Friday Service 
 

Sunday, April 17 
9:00 AM Easter Service 
10:00 AM Easter Egg Hunt 
10:30 AM Easter Service 
 

Week of June 27-July 1 
9 AM –Noon VBS (Vacation Bible School) 
 

Friday, July 8 
HPPC Night at Avista Stadium 

 
The annual congregational meeting will be held Sunday, February 27, following the worship service. We will 
approve the Pastor’s terms of call, elect additional officers and members of special committees, and receive 
ministry reports. We'll also celebrate Pastor Jennie's new role with us. THERE WILL BE CAKE! 
 

http://www.hamblenpres.org/wordpress/


 
 

Join us for a Good Friday service on April 15 at 7:00 PM. 
We will share in communion and hear about Christ’s 
example of self-offering and God’s great love for us. The 
service will also feature the choir and a guest cellist. 

Ash Wednesday signals the beginning of the 40-day 
season of Lent. It helps focus our hearts as Christians 
on repentance and prayer. Lent prepares us for an 
intentional season of reflection on Christ’s life, 
ministry, sacrifice, and resurrection. This year you 
have two options on Ash Wednesday, March 2: 

• Drive-through ash imposition at the front door of 
the church between noon and 1:00 PM. 

• Worship service at 7:00 PM. The service will 
include music from the Taizé community, which is 
an ecumenical Christian monastic fraternity in 
Taizé, France. The music is very simple and 
repetitive, leaving room for prayer, repentance, 
and reflection. 

Join us on Sunday, April 10, at 9:00 AM for worship as 
we celebrate the day Jesus entered Jerusalem as Savior 
and King. We will hear from the children’s choir and 
bells as we prepare our hearts for Holy Week, marking 
Jesus’ last days to the cross. 

Join us on Easter morning as we celebrate God’s victory over sin and death through Christ’s resurrection! There will be two 
identical services on Easter morning, April 17, at 9:00 and 10:30 AM. There will also be an outdoor Easter egg hunt at 
10:00, so be sure to bring your basket! 

 

This winter, we are exploring the life of 
Christ in the Gospel of Mark. This fast-
paced book shows us how Jesus is just the 
right person to bring joy, purpose, and 
strength into our everyday lives. When it 
comes to our needs, growth, and even 
salvation, Jesus Christ is right On The 
Mark for everyone. The weekly reading 
plan and other resources to help you 
engage with the Gospel of Mark can be 

found at hamblenpres.org/onthemark. Don't worry if you missed the beginning, join in anytime!  

 

Join us for worship Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM! We hope to see you in-person, but if you aren’t comfortable 
yet or are out of town, you can view the service online in real time (or at your later convenience) at 
hamblenpres.org/live-stream. You can also go to YouTube and search for Hamblen Park Presbyterian Church. 

http://www.hamblenpres.org/wordpress/


 
 

 

If you would like to view a copy of our latest annual 
report, it is available on the home page of our 
website: www.hamblenpres.org. Printed copies can 
be picked up at the church. If you would like a copy 
mailed to you, please call Trina at 509-385-0619. 

 

We are looking for adults (older than 18) 
to provide childcare in the nursery. This is 
a PAID position! If you are interested, 
please contact Joe Bruce at 509-385-0626 
for more information. 

A poster is now available on a bulletin board in the 
east hallway to sign up for providing flowers for 
worship services. Instructions can be found next to 
the poster for those who are interested in helping to 
add beauty to the sanctuary or would like to honor 
someone by providing flowers in memory of a loved 
one. If you are currently attending services from 
home but would still like to provide flowers, you can 
call the church office at 509-385-0619. Thank you! 

 

Throughout the pandemic, pastors and members 
of the congregational care team have continued 
our ministry of visiting and offering care. 
However, care and visits are now complicated. 
Institutional rules and safety precautions can 
even prevent visitations. If you would like 
a visit or call, please reach out any time. We are 
proactive in visiting people, but we also need to 
hear from anyone who would like a connection so 
that we don’t miss anyone in need. The pastors 
can be reached by email, cell phone, or through 
the church office. Hamblen is a church family. 
May the Lord continue to connect us with one 
another in safe ways even during this season.  

 
Hamblen Park Preschool registration for the 2022-2023 
school year will begin in March. If you would like to be 
notified as soon as registration is open, please contact Alicia 
Powell, Preschool Director, at 509-448-2910 or 
aliciap@hamblenpres.org. We love serving this amazing 
community and look forward to welcoming new friends in 
the fall! 

Friday, July 8, 2022 

 

If you enjoy the smell of coffee and helping to 
provide our church family with a welcoming cup of 
joe on Sunday mornings, we’d love for you to brew 
coffee and serve it to the congregation during coffee 
hour! Instructions are written out and training can 
be provided. Sign up at bit.ly/hppccoffeebrewers or 
call the church office at 509-385-0619. 

http://www.hamblenpres.org/wordpress/


 

 
This Lenten season, we are holding at least two different four-week small groups (and one after Lent). These are 
a time to experience a group with a short time commitment. During this time we will get to know each other, 
discuss the weekly Scripture readings from the "On the Mark" sermon series, and share how we see God 
working in our lives. These groups are open to people in all stages of life and all stages of faith. These are places 
to ask honest questions and be authentic. 
 

Group #1--Monday evenings, March 7-28, from 6:00 to 7:30 PM in Room 4. 
Group #2--Friday mornings, March 11-April 1, from 9:30 to 11:00 AM in the Skylight Room. 
Group #3--Thursday evenings, April 14-May 5, from 6:30 to 8:00 PM in Room 4. 
 

All of these groups will be facilitated by Heather Notske. If you are interested in participating in one of these (or 
would like to lead a group!), contact Heather at 509-385-0627 or heathern@hamblenpres.org. 

 

Ecclesiastes contains some of the most famous, and the most 
misunderstood, passages in the Bible. At its heart is the encouragement to 
receive life humbly and gratefully as a pure gift. This spring, we will explore 
the book of Ecclesiastes and discover how to receive God’s gifts to us.  
 

Led by Pastor Jennie, newcomers always welcome. 

 
 

This 7-week book group will meet following worship on Sunday mornings 
BEGINNING March 13, in the Skylight Room, to discuss Searching for Sunday by 
Rachel Held Evans. Rachel Held Evans was a popular blogger, award-winning writer, 
and captivating speaker until her tragic death in 2019. In Searching For Sunday, 
Evans chronicles her complicated relationship with the church, and how she 
ultimately found her way back to a community of faith. Using stories around 
sacraments such as baptism and confession, Evans encourages readers to explore 
their own relationship to the faith communities that shaped them. Evans’ candor, 
humor, and wisdom inspire readers to explore their faith with depth and 
authenticity. Through Evans’ book readers discover anew the transforming power 
of a faith that is not afraid to wonder, question, or start over. Books available for 
$15 in the church office. Discussion will be led by Pastor Jennie. 

http://www.hamblenpres.org/wordpress/


 

 

All groups are open to anyone who would like to join in. 
Drop-ins are always welcome, so if you miss a week, just jump back in next week! 

• Sunday Morning Bible Study--Sunday mornings, 7:30-8:30 AM. Contact Bob Nofsinger 
at nofsingerbm@gmail.com to receive a Zoom link and more information. 

• Men's Breakfast & Bible Study--In Person & on Zoom, Tuesday mornings, at 7:30 AM. If you are interested in 
being part of this group or have questions, contact Jim Sipes at grandpanow4@aol.com. To get a Zoom link, 
email Joe Bruce at joeb@hamblenpres.org. 

• Wednesday Morning Bible Study-- In person, Wednesday mornings, 9:30-11:00 AM--Led by Pastor Jennie. 
Contact Heather Notske at 509-385-0627 or heathern@hamblenpres.org for more information. 

• HPPC Book Club—Third Thursdays, 2:00-3:30 PM. Contact Betty Thompson at bettythomps@aol.com to 
receive a Zoom link and more information. 

 

Have you been in a small group? Have you thought 
about leading a group, but feel you may not have all 
the skills necessary to do so?  
 

A four-week leader training will be held starting this 
September. If you are feeling called to serve this way 
or have questions, please contact Heather Notske at 
509-385-0627 or heathern@hamblenpres.org  

 

Are you an experienced group leader looking for 
a short-term commitment? Consider leading a 
group for Lent. You are invited to choose your 
own study (resources available) or follow along 
with the On the Mark sermon series daily 
readings (questions provided). If this is something 
you would like to talk about, contact Heather 
Notske ASAP at heathern@hamblenpres.org or 
509-385-0627. 

 

HPPC Book Club meets September-May on the third Thursdays of the month from 2:00 to 3:30 PM at the 
church. All are welcome to attend! Questions? Contact Betty Thompson at bettythomps@aol.com.  

 
Here is what we are reading next: 

 
March 17: The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See 
April 21: Girl Waits With Gun by Amy Stewart 
May 19: The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli Estes 

http://www.hamblenpres.org/wordpress/
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We’re full-swing into our middle and high school ministries! We’re continuing 
to meet weekly to hangout, play games, and dive deeper in faith together. 
 

For more information and to get involved as a student or volunteer leader, 
contact Mitchel Pierce, Director of Student Ministries, at 206-739-6126 or 
mitchelp@hamblenpres.org. 
 

Our high school ministry for 9th-12th graders 
continues to meet on Sundays from 6:00 to 8:00 PM 
at the church! We play games, worship together, 
and think deeply in our small groups. Since the start 
of the new year, we’ve been thinking deeply about 
what it means that the Gospel is Good News. We’ve 
been looking at what the Good News means for our 
identities, for our purpose, and for our belonging. 

Our middle school ministry for 6th-8th graders 
meets on Mondays from 6:00 to 7:30 PM at the 
church! We play hard, sing fun songs, and ask 
deep questions in our small group times. All this 
school year, we’ve been diving into the Old 
Testament from the very first pages. We’re 
looking at the big overarching story that makes up 
75% of the Bible and how it all fits together into 
the story of God engaging with His people. 

 

We’re still in the process of planning out this 
summer, but these are some big dates that would 
be important to block out! Stay tuned for more 
detailed updates about this summer.  
 

Vacation Bible School: June 27-July 1 

High School Mission Week: July 9-15 

Camp Spalding Middle School 1: July 24-30* 

Camp Spalding High School 2: July 31-August 6* 
 
*There are several options for each age group, but we 
encourage HPPC students to attend the same week to build 
relationships. 

Hey youth! Do you play a band or orchestra instrument? Kyla Fague is putting together a youth band that will play along 
with the hymns on Easter morning, and you are invited! Rehearsals will be Sundays, April 3 and 10, from 10:00 to 10:45. 
Contact Kyla Fague at kylaf@hamblenpres.org if you are interested.  

http://www.hamblenpres.org/wordpress/
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Journey, our Wednesday evening program for 1st through 5th graders, is a fun gathering with Bible study, 
games, wonderful meals, and VBS-style music. Please bring a friend and join us 5:00 to 7:00 PM.  

 

After the Jr. Sermon in Sunday morning worship, children aged 3-yrs through 
5th grade are dismissed for J.A.M. Sunday School. Children first grade and 
under are in a contained classroom. Older children use a Rotation-Model 
where they hear the same story each week and learn from a different 
perspective (food, games, movies, storytelling, science). We are continuing to 
look at heroes in the Bible—up next are Esther and Jonah.  

 
Joy Wagner is officially retiring from the position of HPPC 
Childcare Supervisor for the nursery in order to spend more 
time travelling. Our children have been blessed by her 
dedication and organizational skills for 14 plus years. Joy, 
you have been a gift to children’s ministries at HPPC. Thank 
you so much! 
 

Jessica Munroe has agreed to take over as Childcare Supervisor in addition to her current role as Kids Zone 
Coordinator. Jessica brings many gifts to the position, including a great sense of humor, a heart for children, 
and lots of energy. Both of her children, Delilah and Greyson, have spent time in the HPPC nursery, and Jessica 
and her husband, Blake, have been involved in the preschool. We are blessed to have had Joy and now Jessica 
leading this ministry for children. 

 
 

Join us for Group Publishing’s Monumental: Celebrating God’s Greatness 
Vacation Bible School, June 27-July 1, from 9:00 to Noon. The life of Joseph 
will be the focus for the Bible studies. Registration for students will begin in 
April. 
 

It takes a huge team of volunteers to make this event happen, and there are 
many ways to help. If you would like to help with VBS, contact Director of 
Children’s Ministries, Joe Bruce, at 509-385-0626 or joeb@hamblenpres.org. 

http://www.hamblenpres.org/wordpress/
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Please join us in officially welcoming Rev. Jennie Barber into ministry 
with us. We’ll celebrate THIS SUNDAY, February 27 in the 9:00 AM 
worship service, have our annual congregational meeting, then adjourn 
to the Fellowship Hall for cake.  
 
Pastor Jennie came to us in August of 2020 in the role of Interim 
Associate Pastor. Due to Covid and the tragic passing of Pastor Steve’s 
wife, Jennie had to take on a different role from what was originally 
planned. She has served our congregation with grace and skill, offering 
strong pastoral care and ministry leadership. The relationship God has 
built between our church and Pastor Jennie through these unique 
events has been far different from a traditional interim role.  
 
We are grateful to God that we are able to keep Pastor Jennie in a 
“contracted” role and look forward to continued ministry with her. After 
a year and a half at HPPC, we can say with certainty that Pastor Jennie is 
not only an outstanding pastor, but a great fit for our congregation. 
Thanks be to God! 


