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Dear Church Family,
I’ve been reflecting on our long break from in-person worship. It feels “over” though we know Covid is
unpredictable. Seeing the Sanctuary full again is super encouraging. Often in the summer, attendance drops a bit,
but I’m stoked to worship with so many of you again. The first Sunday we greeted one another with the passing of
the peace, there was an audible gasp of joy. It felt great to see yet another normal thing return to our church life…
albeit with hand sanitizer in every pew!
Not seeing our church family for so long certainly had implications for each of us. This month would be a great time
to take stock of our spiritual lives and ask God to rebuild our church relationships. Here are some tips to live into:
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1. Do something with a Hamblen member or family you have not seen during the
pandemic. Perhaps have a family over for dinner or go for a hike together. Grab
Do something
with a Hamblen member or family you have not seen during the pandemic.
coffee. Whatever.
Perhaps have a family over for dinner or go for a hike together. Grab coffee. Anything!
2. Reach out to a newcomer. We have many new people coming to our church.
Reach out to a newcomer. We have many new people coming to our church.
3. Join us in adult education opportunities. Check out our website at
Joinwww.hamblenpres.org/ministries.
us in adult education opportunities. Check out options on our website at
www.hamblenpres.org/ministries.
4. Dive into a new volunteer ministry.
Dive into a new volunteer ministry.
5. Encourage church elders, deacons, and staff.
Encourage church elders, deacons, and staff.
6. If you have a lake place, show hospitality to our wonderful youth by hosting
If you
have a lake place, show hospitality to our wonderful youth by hosting them.
them.
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I’m grateful to God for this season and look forward to in-person moments with you this summer!
Grace and Peace,

Look inside for ways to Connect, Grow, & Love
this summer at Hamblen!

"Shotgun ! "

Take a Life-Changing Summer Road Trip with Paul

Paul's journey in the New Testament is a wild ride. He starts a massive road trip when his life is dramatically
changed by Jesus Christ. This summer, we will ride "shotgun" with Paul and be dramatically changed with
him.

The word Pentecost is Greek and it means "50th day." Fifty days after Easter Sunday, we celebrate the coming
of the Holy Spirit upon the early church, and the beginning of their ministry to make disciples of all nations.
Pentecost is the Christian Church’s birthday. This year it falls on Sunday, June 5, and we will be celebrating with
jazz! HPPC will have special guest jazz musicians Brent Edstrom, Angela Hunt, Kenny Sager, and David Fague
providing some spirit-filled music for worship. We hope you’ll join us for this special Sunday!

On Pentecost Sunday, June 5, we will be having a Pentecost Pancake Party! This event will be immediately
following the service, and we’ll be fundraising for our Intergenerational Guatemala Mission Trip this August!
Please come and join us for food and fellowship; we’d love to see you there.

Director of Family Ministry

Adult Nursery Workers

We are seeking a Director of Children's and Family
Ministry to join our dynamic and fun program staff
team. This position will lead a mission-driven
ministry program for children (birth through fifth
grade) and their families. Learn more at
hamblenpres.org/jointheteam.

HPPC is looking for adult (over 18) nursery workers
to provide childcare during church services and
related events. The ideal candidate will have
availability on Sundays and weekday evenings. If
you are interested, please submit your resume to
Jessica Munroe at jessicadmunroe@gmail.com.

Dear HPPC,

If you would like to volunteer for this fun
neighborhood block party on August 2, contact
Heather at heathern@hamblenpres.org or
509-385-0627. Watch for more details to come!

My precious husband, Bob Eckenrode, loved this
church and was known and loved by so many of
you! I am humbly grateful for the concern, prayers,
cards, and love I have received during this
challenging time. I especially thank Pastor Steve,
Pastor Jennie, and the staff for their understanding
and support. Thank you all! I will come back soon!
Sincerely,
Mary Eckenrode

Since coronavirus cases are declining and
considering the county mask mandate has been
lifted, masks are now optional in the church
building. However, we have a special masked-only
section in the Sanctuary for those of us who may
prefer that for any reason (for example: personal
feelings of safety, an upcoming medical procedure,
a compromised immune system). Please feel free to
continue to wear a mask, if you choose. We
continue to pray for our world and all those
impacted by the pandemic. We are grateful that the
crisis is beginning to move toward an endemic
phase. Looking forward to some smiling faces on
Sundays!

Save the Date for the Hamblen Ministry Fair,
Sunday, September 11, after the 9 AM worship
service. Come learn about ways you can connect
with folks in the HPPC community, grow as a
disciple of Jesus, and love our neighbors in Spokane
and around the world. Grab a cup of coffee and
explore the ways God might be calling you to join in
the ministry happening in and through HPPC. If
you’d like to have a table at our ministry fair, please
contact Heather Notske at 509-385-0627 or
heathern@hamblenpres.org. We look forward to
seeing you there!

•

Dial toll-free: 1-888-788-0099

•

When prompted, enter the Meeting ID
826-7370-4214, followed by the # sign.

•

There is no Participant ID. Just hit the # sign.

•

The Meeting Password is 123456, followed by
the # sign.

We are revamping our usher and greeter volunteer positions. Read below to see how you might be involved!
Greeters
Anyone who would like to assist in greeting and passing out bulletins on Sunday mornings is encouraged to sign
up as a greeter at hamblenpres.org/signup. A greeter does not have to unlock doors or be in charge, but may
help with the offering and tidying the pews after worship. A Head Usher will be available to assist and answer
questions. Anyone can be a welcoming greeter!

Head Ushers
The Head Usher is the primary go-to person in the narthex on Sunday mornings. In addition to greeting folks
and performing some basic tasks, the Head Usher organizes, instructs, and assists the acolytes and greeters. If
you have been a Head Usher in the past or would like to volunteer in this capacity moving forward, please
contact Jaime Seaburg at jaime.ann.seaburg@gmail.com for information about training.

June 27 - July 1, will be a monumental time with this year’s VBS, Monumental: Celebrating God’s Greatness. We
will be hearing about God’s greatness through Joseph’s story from when he was sold into slavery by his brothers
through his being a leader in Pharaoh’s kingdom. You can register a child at bit.ly/HPPCVBS2022.
There are lots of volunteer opportunities available. Some require no preparation while others need some
preplanning. If you have questions or need information about volunteering, contact Joe Bruce at 509-385-0626
or joeb@hamblenpres.org. You can sign up to volunteer at bit.ly/HPPCVBS2022.
VBS will be Monumental! And that means the staff and volunteers will have Monumental appetites! This year
we will be providing snacks and meals for everyone helping to make VBS a success for our children. You can
help by providing snacks; fruit, rolls, juice, jerky, popcorn; whatever sounds like a good snack to you. Or, you
can bring breakfast to share; roll ups, muffins, breakfast burritos and such; we welcome any contributions.
Please contact Mary Mattie at 509-998-9646 for questions, or to let her know what you’re bringing and which
day it will arrive. Thank you for helping our kids and volunteers.

Rotary Club 21 is hosting an incoming High School exchange student from Germany for the 2022-2023 school
year. The student is male and proficient in the English language. The club currently has one host family but
needs 1-2 more host families for the student. The host families need to reside in the Ferris High School
catchment area. The commitment will be for 4 1/2 months if there are 2 host families or 3 months if there are 3
host families. Host families are not required to have children. If you are interested in hosting this exchange
student for part of the 2022-2023 school year, please contact Joe Bruce at joeb@hamblenpres.org for
additional information.

•

Bite2Go continues for the remainder of the
school year. Twenty students at Hamblen
Elementary receive supplemental food each
week, delivered by our faithful volunteers.

•

In May, Liberty Park Community Development
Center received 33 summer shirt/short
outfits for their preschool program, providing a
little something new for the children.
Your support for both programs
is truly appreciated!

Call 509-385-0627 or visit our website at
hamblenpres.org/signup to find out
how you can get involved at Hamblen.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Office Volunteers
Children’s Ministries
Coffee Fellowship Hosts
Greeters & Head Ushers
Adopt-a-Flowerbed
Communion Helpers
Sanctuary Flowers
Acolytes
Give Rides

The Deacons Camp Scholarship Fund helps pay for elementary
through high school kids to attend Camp Spalding each
summer. A week at camp ranges from $260-$525 and HPPC
believes so much in the value of the camp experience that we
contribute 50% of the cost (we also contribute a portion to
Mom/Dad & Me camps for younger kids). So far this year, 44
children are receiving scholarships from us. Typically, we spend
between $8-$10,000 each summer on this important ministry
that is funded strictly through donations. If you would like to
help send a kid to camp, you can use a yellow Deacon envelope
from the pew or write "Camp Scholarship" on the memo line of
your check. You can also donate online at hamblenpres.org/
give. Thank you for your generosity!

Are you a crafter? Do you like to hang out with
other crafty people? Join us in Room 4, Thursday
mornings from 9:00 to 11:00 all summer long for
Portable Projects! Bring whatever project you are
working on (knitting, crochet, stamping, coloring,
etc) and socialize while you create. This is a VERY
informal group. Drop in when you are available!
Questions? Contact Claudia Wilhelm at
509-448-0702 or claudiawilh@gmail.com

This popular short story discussion group will meet
at the church again this year on Wednesday
mornings at 9:30 AM, June 20-July 24. Group
facilitated by Mike Aleman, Andrea Reid, and Pastor
Jennie. Come one week or come all--whatever is
convenient for your schedule. If the weather is nice
we will have the option to meet outside. Story
packets will be available soon.

Jo Ivester is an award-winning author who has shared her personal story of
growing up as one of two white families in a rural Mississippi town during the
civil rights movement in the book The Outskirts of Hope. Her second
book, Once a Girl, Always a Boy, details her son Jeremy's coming out as
transgender and how that experience has inspired their family to raise
awareness about the transgender community. Jo will be speaking to Top of
the Hill on September 13, to discuss what it was like to grow up white in the
rural south during the civil rights movement, and will be speaking in the
community a few other times that week. Both books are available in the
church office: The Outskirts of Hope ($12); Once a Girl, Always a Boy ($18).

Staff will be available for appointments and meetings beyond the posted hours. Come see us
in person or contact us directly:
Pastor Steve Watts, Pastor, Head of Staff, stevew@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (509) 251-0366
Pastor Jennie Barber, Assoc. Pastor of Care & Outreach, jennieb@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (206) 794-0689
Joe Bruce, Director of Children's Ministries, joeb@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (509) 954-3041
Mitchel Pierce, Director of Student Ministries, mitchelp@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (206) 739-6126
Kyla Fague, Interim Worship Director, kylaf@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (509) 270-6848
Heather Notske, Director of Operations, heathern@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (509) 251-6468
Trina Limbaugh, Administrative Assistant, trinal@hamblenpres.org or call the office: (509) 448-2909 ext. 101

Top of the Hill is back! This monthly event is geared toward retirement-aged folks who want to socialize over a
meal, then learn something new. Topics range from presentations by local non-profits to travelogues to local
authors or musical programs. RSVPs for each month are due the Thursday before each event. Suggested
donation to cover lunch is $8, cash or check. Here is the lineup for the rest of the year:
•

June 14--Verne Windham: The History of KPBX, Spokane Public Radio, and its contribution to Spokane

•

July 12--Marci and Karl Felgenhauer: Farming in the Palouse, Then and Now

•

August 9--Larry Ham: An Egyptian Travelogue

•

September 13--Jo Ivester: Discussion of her Memoir, The Outskirts of Hope, her family's experience as one
of two white families in a rural Mississippi town during the civil rights movement. Books available in the
church office (see announcement on the previous page).

•

October 11--Scott Cooper, Director Parish Social Ministry, Catholic Charities, will talk on Helping the
Homeless

•

November 8--Wes Jessup & Betsy Godlewski, Executive Director and Director of Development at the
Museum of Arts and Culture, will tell us what is new at the MAC

•

December 13--Jeannie Wright will be back with her friends, Glen and John, for a Christmas music concert

To RSVP, sign up on the clipboard at the information center or call the church office (509-385-0627) by the
Thursday before each event.

You can join the Book Club for a discussion in person on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 2 PM. For more
information, contact Betty Thompson at bettythomps@aol.com.
October 20

When the Meadowlark Sings

by Nedra Sterry

November 17

The Bible’s Plot

by Ken Onstot

January 19

When We Were Young and Brave

by Hazel Gaynor

February 16

Where the Crawdads Sing

by Delia Owens

March 16

When the Last Leaf Falls

by Bill Myers

April 20

War Bonds

by Cindy Hval

May 18

Horseback Honeymoon

by Dorothy Ballard, Ellen and Quincy Scott

Our preschool is a safe, welcoming, and exciting place to learn! There is room in
our 3-year-old classes, as well as our 3-day 4/5-year-old classes. Register online
at https://www.hamblenpres.org/preschool-registration.

Calling all 4, 5, and 6 year olds! Join us for Hamblen Park Preschool Summer Camp! It is sure to be a blast!
Register online at https://www.hamblenpres.org/preschool-registration.

Time: 9 AM - 12 PM
Ages: 4-6 yrs.
Cost: $100 per camp
Snack Provided

June 13 - 16th: Outdoor Explorers!
We will learn about nature explorers who came
before us and take our magnifying glasses and
binoculars outside to discover bugs and plants
around us.

July 25 - 28th: Wacky Water!
Beat the heat with us! We will explore water in all its
forms and have fun with bubbles. Dress for a mess.

We serve students 6th through 12th grade in two ministries: Oasis for high
school and Caravan for middle school. We're looking for volunteers who are
willing to invest in our students and come alongside their faith journeys. If you
would like to be a youth leader, email Mitchel Pierce, Director of Student
Ministries, at mitchelp@hamblenpres.org.

We have a large group of seniors this year that we
want to recognize and celebrate! We would love to
invite you to pray for each of them by name as they
close out this chapter and further explore God’s plan
for their lives. Four of our students applied for our
scholarship fund, and all four received a gift toward
the pursuit of higher education (noted below with an
asterisk). Here are all of our graduating friends:

Lily Boercker
Emily Caniglia*
Isabel Ferney*

Jack Garvin
Ava Gentemann*
Gracie Jones*

Will Mroch
Alex Neupert
Caleb Peterson

Hi everyone! My name is Michael Teeple, and I will be joining the Hamblen
Park Presbyterian Church staff as the summer youth intern! I grew up
attending church at Hamblen, participating in VBS as well as youth group,
and I have just completed my first year at Gonzaga University. In my free
time, I enjoy deepening my relationship with God, playing basketball,
listening to music, and spending time with friends and family.

Sophia Rindge
Kiersty Staben
Blake Wilkinson

Starting in early June and running until Sunday School resumes in September,
Kids’ Zone is provided for children three years old through first grade. Sunday
mornings following the Junior Sermon, children will go to the Fellowship Hall
for fun activities that are tied to a Bible story. HPPC Childcare Supervisor
Jessica Munroe and HPPC Youth Julia Notske lead the Kids’ Zone activities.

The Feed My Starving Children Inland Northwest MobilePack
in March was very successful. More than 450 volunteers
prepared 124,000 meals that have now been sent to FMSC
partners.
•

85,536 meals were sent to “LeSEA Global Feed the
Hungry” in Cambodia.

•

38,536 meals were sent to “Food for the Poor in Haiti.”
This organization helps feed the hungry in the Caribbean
and Central & South America.

Since the first Inland Northwest MobilePack in 2015, more
than 3,500 volunteers have helped send 886,000 meals to
starving children in other countries. You helped to touch
lives.

As I write this bittersweet goodbye for my upcoming retirement, I reminisce about the last 19 years in my
career at Hamblen Park Presbyterian Church, and names begin to pop into my head. Those names were young
children at Hamblen when I started as Director of Children’s Ministries July 1, 2003. Some of those same “kids”
now have young children of their own. These children are more than just names to me, they hold a place in my
heart. One of the things that I will always cherish from my time as Director of Children’s Ministries is seeing
those “kids” that were in HPPC children’s programs grow into young adults and eagerly step into leadership
roles for programs that they participated in as children.
The support children’s programs have enjoyed from this congregation has been heartwarming. When kids are
mentioned to a member of Hamblen Park Presbyterian Church, a smile always ensues. Whenever there was a
call for volunteers to help with Sunday School, Journey, VBS, Christmas Pageant From Scratch, Wonderful
Wednesdays, outside recreational activities, Story Time, Day Camp, or the Advent Fair, the call for help was met
with enthusiasm. I am in awe of so many volunteers that took vacation days to help with an event. Children’s
activities at Hamblen have been successful due to the wonderful volunteers that gave of themselves. To all of
you that have been a vital part of children’s ministries at HPPC, thank you so much for allowing me to serve
alongside you in this ministry.
Over the years I have served with HPPC staff that have been so supportive, creative, and energetic. Thank you
for your friendship and laughter. I will continue those friendships into the future. Hamblen will always be in my
prayers. Hamblen is home.
Kathy and I will still be around. I will be spending more time with our two children and 6 grandchildren (as of
this writing, number 7 is on the way) , my drawing and painting, my volunteer work with NASA and Rotary
International, biking, and kayaking. The beauty of God’s artwork in the night sky and my telescopes are also
awaiting me. Yes, there will be a bit more time for Star Trek, too. Kathy is not retiring. I would be remiss if I did
not thank Kathy for her invaluable support, advice, and wisdom over the last 42 years of marriage. Thank you BJ
and Libby for the patience with your busy dad over the years.
During my tenure, there have been thousands of times of laughter. There have also been times of tears.
Through it all we walked together in a journey with Christ. I will miss the hugs, high fives (ouch, those sting
sometimes when one of the kids gets a bit energetic), and getting
down on eye level to listen to a younger child. I have always said
that I have the best job in the building. I hold to that to this day.
For all of you that stop by Sunday, July 17, I will have a “good
night Joe” candy for you. Just ask one of the Journey kids what
that means.
“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are
plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a
hope.” Jeremiah 29:11
I hang on to this promise.
See you later!
Peace and Joy,
Joe Bruce
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Look inside for more info on these events:
Pentecost Jazz Service: June 5, 9:00 AM
Pentecost Pancake Party: June 5, 10:00 AM
(Guatemala Mission Trip Fundraiser)
Top of the Hill Begins: June 14, 11:30 AM
Listening for God Begins: June 20, 9:30 AM
Vacation Bible School: June 27—July 1
Joe Bruce’s Retirement Party: July 17, 10 AM
National Night Out: August 2
Fall Ministry Fair: September 11
Sunday School Begins: Sept 18

•
•
•

Sunday, June 5
Special Guest Jazz Musicians
Pancake Party Fundraiser for
the Guatemala Mission Trip

Learn more inside on page 2!

