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Greetings in the name of Christ! 
 

Since the easing of Covid restrictions, Hamblen has restarted many ministries and jumped into new opportunities. 
The block party for our neighborhood is a recent highlight. Over 300 people were part of it. It was wonderful to 
meet so many neighbors and a great way to further part of our mission to build the community of Jesus. Our 
neighbors felt loved by you! Thank you to the many volunteers who made it possible! 
   

 Peace in Christ, 
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Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, September 11, immediately following the worship service to find out 
ways to get involved in the life of HPPC!  
 

There are two ways to participate: 
1) Let people know about your ministry area! Set up a table and recruit volunteers for anything from helping in 
worship to volunteering in the community.  

• If this is something you would like to do, contact Janet Ray at auntray88@gmail.com or 509-487-8049 for 
more details. If you would like to reserve space, please do so by Wednesday, September 7.  

• If you would like the office to help you with a sign up sheet or a hand-out, contact Heather by 
Wednesday, September 7, at 509-385-0627 or heathern@hamblenpres.org. 

2) Come and explore at the event! Learn about opportunities to serve and get connected. 

THE BREAD OF LIFE  THE LIGHT  
OF THE WORLD  THE DOOR OF  
THE SHEEP  THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 THE RESURRECTION AND THE  
L IFE    T HE  WAY,  T HE  T RUT H,   
AND THE LIFE  THE TRUE VINE 

Everyone has an opinion about who Jesus Christ is. And they'll tell you too. We often get our understanding of 
Jesus from a lot of different sources: books, culture, churches, the internet, and even politicians. But who does 
Jesus himself say he is? Expand your view of Jesus through this series looking at the seven "I Am" statements 
from the gospel of John.  
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HPPC is looking for adult (over 18) nursery workers 
to provide childcare during church services and 
related events. The ideal candidate will have 
availability on Sunday mornings and weekday 
evenings. If you are interested, submit your resume 
to Jessica Munroe at jessicadmunroe@gmail.com. 

We are building a volunteer team to help with the 
children’s ministry transition this coming fall. If you 
are willing to help out, please reach out to Cindy 
Dicken at cindyd@hamblenpres.org 
or 509-385-0626. 

The Chancel Choir has had a restful summer break 
and is now recruiting new members for the fall! We 
have members of all music-reading ability levels, so 
if you love singing, you'll fit right in! Even if you 
can’t commit to the entire program year, come sing 
with us on weeks that you are able. Rehearsals are 
on Thursdays, 7:00-8:30 pm in the sanctuary, and 
we gather at 8:30 on Sunday mornings (a half hour 
prior to worship). Contact Kyla Fague at 509-270-
6848 or kylaf@hamblenpres.org for more 
information or if you are interested in joining this 
great community. We begin rehearsing on 
Thursday, September 8. The choir’s first Sunday in 
worship will be September 18. We hope to see you 
in the choir loft! 

 

October 2, the Session, Deacons, and church staff 
are meeting together to brainstorm about  
restructuring our boards/committee 
responsibilities, and other topics relevant to the 
leadership and future of HPPC. Please be praying 
that this meeting will be productive, focused, and 
that we will clearly hear the direction the Spirit is 
leading us!  

As we head into the fall, we have some wonderful 
music-specific Sundays coming that you will not 
want to miss! September 11, is the return of our 
ever-popular Bluegrass Sunday. On September 18, 
we welcome our Chancel Choir back to worship. 
Then on Sunday, October 2, we will be celebrating 
World Communion Sunday with other churches 
worldwide.  

The HPPC Praise Band leads the contemporary 
component of our Sunday worship. If you play an 
instrument, or if you are a singer whose style tends 
toward the “pop” end of the spectrum, come join 
the band! Music, fun, friendship, “framily” and 
praise are all components of the Praise Band 
experience. Love of music and love of the Lord are 
the only requirements. Contact Scott Dicken, 
Director of Worship Arts, at 509-385-0624 or 
scottd@hamblenpres.org. 

Anyone who would like to assist in passing out 
bulletins and ushering worshippers into the 
Sanctuary ("Usher") or greet newcomers, visitors 
and members at the outside doors on Sunday 
mornings ("Greeter") is encouraged to sign up on 
the sign-up sheet located at the Information Center 
in the church entry or at hamblenpres.org/signup. 
For those signing up as an usher, a head usher will 
be available to assist and answer questions.  
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Deborah Circle meetings are starting again! Our first meeting will be Tuesday, September 6, 9:30AM to 12:00 
in the Fellowship Hall. All other meetings will be on the first Monday of the month at 9:30 in the Fellowship 
Hall. Please bring a sack lunch. Coffee and dessert will be provided. All women are invited to join us. 
 

We are a ministry and fellowship group that meets the first Monday of each month (except July and August) to 
share in fellowship as we make articles to share with those in need. We would like to invite all women of the 
church to join us as we gather to participate in a busy morning workshop, lunch (bring your own lunch, dessert 
and coffee will be provided), and a brief meeting to design and plan for the many items we donate yearly to 
schools, shelters and care centers of our city. We have been busy individually during the Covid pandemic and 
now as a group. We are excited to be meeting together again. Come and join us! 
Questions? Call or email Kathy Williams 949-370-8025 or kathylwms@gmail.com. 

Deborah Circle will be showcasing some of their handiwork on September 11, in the Fellowship Hall after the 
service. Come and see the beautiful quilts, lap robes, and hats they have made. You also have a chance to win a 
beautiful quilt made by our dear and talented friend, Marge Cusworth. Raffle ticket sales will begin September 
11, and continue until the drawing on the first Sunday of Advent on November 27. Tickets are $2 each. You do 
not need to be present at the drawing to win. Proceeds will be used to buy materials and supplies to make 
quilts and lap robes for homeless, hospitals and care homes and to make hats and buy mittens for needy school 
children here in Spokane. Thank you for all your support! 

We are continuing our partnership ministries with Hamblen and Adams Elementaries, and we need your 
support. 
 

Ways you can help: 
 Make a monetary donation to the Neighborhood Outreach Community Project fund. Your monetary 

donation will help support the following: 
 Backpacks for Hamblen and Adams 
 Classroom Teacher Supplies for Hamblen and Adams (paper, spiral notebooks, markers, pencils, 

colored pencils) 
 Bite2Go Supplemental Nutritious Food for 20 Students at Hamblen 

 Shop or Volunteer: 
 Bite2Go Delivery Volunteer - Choose your dates and sign up at the Ministry Fair after church on 

September 11th….Bite2Go deliveries are on WEDNESDAYS this school year. 
 Purchase a backpack for a student and drop it off at the church. 

 

Help us put some smiles on the faces of students and their teachers. Thank you for the blessings you bring to 
the children in our community!  
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This year HPPC provided scholarships for 44 Campers who 
attended Camp Spalding this summer for a total of $11,000. 
What a blessing to these families as we grow active followers of 
Jesus. 
 

The average amount paid for each student was $263. Our 
Scholarship Fund is nearly depleted.  
 

Please consider a donation in any amount to build up this fund 
for next summer. If you have received a scholarship in the past 
for your child or grandchild, maybe you want to consider 
paying it forward. 

Thank you to Corey Bryant and his crew 
from Bryant Building & Energy for repairing, 
painting, and upgrading the exterior of the 
building, refreshing the paint in our 
preschool classrooms, and replacing the 
lighting on our steeple. Everything looks 
great! 

 

Call 509-385-0627 or visit our website at 
hamblenpres.org/signup to find out 
how you can get involved at Hamblen. 
 

• Office Volunteers 
• Children’s Ministries 
• Coffee Fellowship Hosts 
• Greeters & Head Ushers 
• Adopt-a-Flowerbed 
• Communion Helpers 
• Sanctuary Flowers 
• Acolytes 
• Give Rides 

We depend on volunteers to do yard and lawn 
maintenance and we are grateful for everyone who has 
helped keep our grounds looking nice. Our preschool 
kiddos helped by planting the flower beds by the south 
and west entrances (see photos on page 8). Thank you 
to the Auld family for mowing every week, and to the 
many people who have weeded flower beds! It makes 
a huge difference! 

National Night Out was a huge success thanks to over 
60 volunteers who shopped, distributed door hangers 
to invite our neighbors, set up, served, cleaned up, and 
made sure our guests had a safe and fun evening. We 
estimate that 250-300 people attended the event, and 
guess that 2/3 of those attendees aren’t part of our 
HPPC congregation. It was a great way to get to know 
our neighbors! Thank you also to everyone who 
provided chips, beverages, or a canopy. Leftover food 
was donated to Cup of Cool Water, our ministry 
partner who serves homeless youth in Spokane. 
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Preschool begins September 6th for our 3, 4, and 5 year olds. If you enjoy helping 
preschoolers with crafts, reading aloud to kids, or helping assist during outdoor 
play, please reach out to preschool@hamblenpres.org. We'd love to have 
volunteers!  

This summer, the Preschool held their first ever summer camp! 
Kids from the community explored insects on nature walks, beat 
the heat with bubbles and snow cones, and played with water in 
all its forms. Thank you to the HPPC community for being a 
welcoming space for our neighborhood kids. 
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June 26 through July 1, Monumental VBS impacted the lives of 124 
children and 62 volunteers. There was nothing but smiles and songs 
the entire time. Thank you to all the volunteers and kids for making this 
a special VBS. Stay tuned for exciting future events. 

Kids 3 y/o through 5th grade are invited to join us for a special series of Sunday School Classes Sept. 18 through 
October 30. We’ll experience and interact with the stories of Jesus. Jesus is the best storyteller ever and when 
we dive into these fun stories, we get to make friends with Jesus! 
 

Each day will be led by our new Director of Children and Family Ministry, Cindy Dicken, and a group of zany 
volunteers with games, skits, and activities. See page 15 for news about our new Director. We are VERY excited! 
 

Schedule:  
• Sept. 18 The Story of the Soils (Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23) with Farmer Pat  
• Sept. 25 Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1–13) 
• Oct. 2 Lost Things Get Found (Luke 15:1-32)  
• Oct. 9 God’s Kingdom is a Treasure (Matthew 13:44 & 45)  
• Oct. 23 The Good Neighbor (Luke 10:25-37)  
• Oct. 30 A Lamp under a Bushel Basket (Mark 4:21–25)  

 

Leaders, come to the preparation meeting Tuesday, Sept 13, 7pm to 8:30pm led by our new Director 
of Children’s and Family Ministry, Cindy Dicken. 
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Our summer program this year was dreamed up by our youth intern, Michael Teeple. We hosted many different 
events for Caravan (6th-8th) and Oasis (9th-12th), including a kick-off barbecue, a Bob Ross painting night, a 
hike and devotion at the Rocks of Sharon, and a rock climbing day at Wild Walls. It was so cool to see God use 
this summer to equip Michael in ministry, and to see the ways students engaged in the joy and fun of Christian 
community through these events! 

Our Fall Kickoffs for youth programs begin on September 25th and 26th! Our 
high schoolers will meet for Oasis weekly on Sundays from 6:00pm-8:00pm, 
and our middle schoolers will meet for Caravan weekly on Mondays from 
6:00pm-7:30pm. We’re so excited to dive back in and hangout, play games, 
sing together, and dive into what it means to follow Jesus and engage in faith 
as teenagers (or soon-to-be teenagers!).  

This summer we continued a 
long-standing tradition of 
sending our students to Camp 
Spalding to get away from 
normal life and experience the 
wonder of God’s creation, all 
while learning and growing in 
faith alongside friends. Mitchel 
Pierce, our Director of Student 
Ministries, and Michael Teeple, 

our summer youth intern, were there as camp counselors for one of the 
middle school camps. Mitchel returned during one of the high school 
camps. It was such an incredible joy seeing God at work in our youth 
during these weeks! 

Each fall we join with several 
other churches to participate 
in Fall Camp hosted by Camp 
Spalding, and this year is no 
exception! Dates have not 
been set yet, but middle 
school camp is usually near 
the end of October and high 
school camp is usually during 
November. Keep an eye out 
for updates!  
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Jo Ivester, speaker, best-selling author, and advocate for LGBTQ and civil rights, will 
be at Hamblen Park Presbyterian Church for two speaking engagements. Join us for 
lunch to hear about her book The Outskirts of Hope or spend an evening with us to 
learn about her book Once a Girl, Always a Boy…..better yet, join us for both! 
Continue reading to learn more about these opportunities: 

 

Tuesday 
September 13 

11:30-1:00 
 

Join us for lunch and hear an informative presentation by Jo 
Ivester on her memoir, The Outskirts of Hope, her family's 
experience as one of two white families in a rural 
Mississippi town during the civil rights movement. Please 
RSVP by September 8, at 509-385-0627. Suggested 
donation to help cover the cost of lunch is $8. Books are 
available in the church office for $11. 

Wednesday  
September 14  
7:00-8:30 PM 

 

Jo Ivester will discuss her book, Once a Girl, Always a Boy: A 
Family Memoir of a Transgender Journey. No registration is 
required, and there is no cost for this look at what it is like 
to have a transgender son in a world not quite ready for 
people like him. Books are available in the church office for 
$17. 
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Top of the Hill is back! This monthly event is geared toward retirement-aged folks who want to socialize over a 
meal, then learn something new. Topics range from presentations by local non-profits to travelogues to local 
authors or musical programs. RSVPs for each month are due the Thursday before each event. Suggested 
donation to cover lunch is $8, cash or check. Here is the lineup for the rest of the year: 
 

• September 13--Jo Ivester: Discussion of her Memoir, The Outskirts of Hope, her family's experience as one 
of two white families in a rural Mississippi town during the civil rights movement. (Books available in the 
church office for $11) 

• October 11--Scott Cooper, Director Parish Social Ministry, Catholic Charities, will talk on Helping the 
Homeless 

• November 8--Wes Jessup & Betsy Godlewski, Executive Director and Director of Development at the 
Museum of Arts and Culture, will tell us what is new at the MAC 

• December 13--Jeannie Wright will be back with her friends, Glen and John, for a Christmas music concert 
 

To RSVP for any of these dates, sign up on the clipboard at the information center or call the church office at 
509-385-0627 by the Thursday before each event. 

 

November 13—December 11 
 

As we journey towards Advent and 
Christmas, join us to study the songs of 
the season found in the gospels. We’ll 
also study biblical characters featured 
in the songs that fill our hearts with the 
hope and joy of Christmas. Come to the 
Skylight Room after the 9:00 AM 
worship service starting November 13. 

Animate: Bible | September 18—October 30 
 

Have you ever wondered how the Bible came together? Have you thought about the ways we interpret 
scripture as disciples of Jesus? This fall we’ll answer these questions and many more as we explore the 
Animate: Bible course. In each Animate: Bible session, the group will watch a video featuring a leading voice 
from the Christian faith, spend time on personal reflection and journaling, and share ideas with the group. Join 
us in the Skylight Room after the 9:00 AM service starting 9/18. 

December 7, 14, 21 
 

When we think about the story of Christmas, we picture 
animals gathered around the infant Jesus, angels singing, and a 
star shining over a stable. But the story of Christmas is more 
than a quiet scene depicted on a Christmas card. For three 
weeks in Advent, we’ll study stories in the gospels of Matthew 
and Luke that didn’t happen on a silent night but teach us 
about the One in the manger. Join us Wednesday mornings at 
9:30 in the Skylight Room. 
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You can join the Book Club for a discussion in person on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 2 PM. For more 
information, contact Betty Thompson at bettythomps@aol.com. 

October 20 When the Meadowlark Sings  by Nedra Sterry 

November 17 The Bible’s Plot  by Ken Onstot 

January 19 When We Were Young and Brave  by Hazel Gaynor 

February 16 Where the Crawdads Sing  by Delia Owens 

March 16 When the Last Leaf Falls  by Bill Myers 

April 20 War Bonds  by Cindy Hval 

May 18 Horseback Honeymoon  by Dorothy Ballard, Ellen and Quincy Scott 

 

October 5, 12, 19, 6:30-8pm, in the Skylight Room 
 

Interested in learning more about and discussing how our spirituality can affect our democracy? Shannon 
Dunn will lead a book study on Parker Palmer’s Healing the Heart of Democracy this October. Parker 
challenges us to listen to one another, hear each other’s stories, and contribute to the common good as an 
antidote to the anti-democratic forces that bear down upon us. We want you to join us for this sobering, yet 
hopeful, account of what needs to be done to live together in peace. (Childcare will be provided.) 

Spirit of the Living God: The Work of God in the Book of Acts | September 21—November 30 
 

Surprising, dynamic, bold, holy, powerful—we encounter all these qualities of the Spirit in the book of Acts, the 
story of the early church. This fall, we’ll dive deeply into Acts and discover how the Holy Spirit shaped the first 
communities of disciples. Through this exploration, we’ll think about how the Spirit is shaping us too. Join us 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 in the Skylight Room. 

 

Join Bob Nofsinger and friends as they continue their weekly study of the Gospel of Luke, picking up at chapter 
18, verse 31. They meet virtually each week from 7:30-8:30 AM, beginning September 11. Contact Bob for the 
Zoom link at nofsingerbm@gmail.com. 
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This summer, in place of our normal youth mission trip, we decided to gather as the intergenerational body of 
Christ as we learn about and learn from our brothers and sisters in Guatemala. Four high school students and 
eight adults joined us as we learned from our friends at CEDEPCA, including Betsey Moe, and as we reconnected 
with our friends and partners at La Libertad school.  
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It was a joy to return to Guatemala after two years of postponing trips. Our team of twelve was welcomed by 
our ministry partners at The Protestant Center for Pastoral Studies in Central America (CEDEPCA), including Rev. 
Betsey Moe. CEDEPCA staff members helped us learn about their four areas of focus: women’s (and men’s) 
ministry, biblical and theological education, disaster ministry, and intercultural encounters. 
 

Prior to the trip, our group expressed interest in learning about education in Guatemala. Our CEDEPCA 
facilitators created an itinerary that would allow us to pursue our interest. The itinerary also helped us to 
further strengthen our partnership with the La Libertad school in Coban and the La Puerta Abierta Learning 
Program. We began with a visit to the Francisco Coll School in Guatemala City. The school primarily serves 
families who reside in the largest garbage dump in Central America. We were able to provide school supplies for 
classrooms and visit with students, teachers, and the principal. We then met with Edgar Chen, a government 
Minister of Education before we spent the next day at the La Libertad school. Students and teachers greeted us 
with creative presentations of their favorite books and aspects of Guatemalan culture. Through these 
presentations, we witnessed the teachers’ passion and dedication to their work. We distributed books for 
classroom libraries and heard testimonies from the teacher training provided by La Puerta Abierta. During 
recess we spent time with students in a variety of ways, including: playing soccer, coloring, making paper 
airplanes, a science lesson with Joe Bruce, and taking photos. True delight marked this time as it was the first 
opportunity students had to play outside together since the pandemic. Visits to two of the students’ homes 
helped us learn more about the ways our partnership with La Libertad impacted children and families. 
 

We concluded our trip with the Moe family, learning about their experiences transitioning to life in Guatemala. 
While hiking up a volcano and sharing delicious meals together, we were able to reflect on what we learned 
during our week. 
 

Words cannot express the gratitude of the Guatemala team for the generosity of HPPC. Your prayers and 
financial gifts blessed our experience in innumerable ways. If you’re interested in our next trip to Guatemala 
(dates TBD), please reach out to Pastor Jennie or Mitchel Pierce; we’d love to talk to you. Muchas gracias! 
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Staff will be available for appointments and meetings beyond the posted hours. Come see us 
in person or contact us directly: 
 

Pastor Steve Watts, Pastor, Head of Staff, stevew@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (509) 251-0366 

Pastor Jennie Barber, Assoc. Pastor of Care & Outreach, jennieb@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (206) 794-0689 

Mitchel Pierce, Director of Student Ministries, mitchelp@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (206) 739-6126 

Cindy Dicken, Director of Children’s & Family Ministries, cindyd@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (818) 321-1551 

Scott Dicken, Director of Worship Arts, scottd@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (818) 464-6034 

Heather Notske, Director of Operations, heathern@hamblenpres.org or call/text: (509) 251-6468 

Trina Limbaugh, Administrative Assistant, trinal@hamblenpres.org or call the office: (509) 448-2909 ext. 101 

Our new Director of Worship Arts is Scott Dicken. Scott brings a 
deep faith in Christ and a lifelong sense of call to ministry. He has 
served as a fulltime worship director at churches both larger and 
smaller than HPPC. This includes worship directing at Bethany 
Church of Sierra Madre, CA, Trinity Covenant Church of Salem, OR, 
Christ United Methodist Church of Farmers Branch, TX, and in other 
musical roles at 5 additional churches throughout California and 
Oregon. Scott has a Master of Music (Studio Music and Jazz) and a 
Bachelor of Music (Music Business and Industry) from the University 
of Miami. This included a minor in vocal performance, classical, 
theatre, and Jazz voice training, as well as conducting. 
 

Scott has a passion for contemporary and traditional worship music 
and is gifted at leading both. He has a vision for blended worship 
that will resonate with our intergenerational congregation and also 

connect with visitors and guests. He plays the guitar, piano, and other instruments. He brings several spiritual 
gifts to our staff and congregation that we need which is one reason the search team believe God is calling him 
and his family to serve with us. 
 

Scott also has teaching experience at colleges and universities in Oregon and California and administrative 
experience through corporate work at Warner Pictures. His background includes music and voice performance 
for theater, television, concerts, albums, and feature films including Superman Returns, X-Men 2, Wanted, and 
Austin Powers Goldmember! He’s humble, easy to hang out with, and makes music and ministry fun.  
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We are thrilled to let you know that the Search Team for our new 
Director of Children's and Family Ministry has concluded their work. 
They are excited to share with you how God is at work and the 
person he brought to be in ministry with us and with our kids. 
 

The team has selected Cindy Dicken to be our new Director. Cindy 
has a formal teacher's education, a master's degree, experience 
teaching children music, and lots of experience with kids in churches. 
She is a mature believer who "gets" ministry and can articulate her 
faith well. She is motivated by sharing the love of Jesus with kids. 
Cindy is also super creative and energetic. She likes to laugh. She's 
excited to grow the ministry. The whole search team unanimously 
believes God is calling Cindy to us and that she will be GREAT for kids 
and families.  
 

As we do with all our candidates, we put Cindy through the wringer! She had multiple interviews, met parents at 
a BBQ who provided great feedback, taught kids a lesson we observed, had references checked, and more. 
EVERYTHING was GREAT at EVERY step. 
 

I am so pleased and so is the search team: Allan Scruggs (elder for this ministry area and parent), Amber 
Wagenblast (parent), Hillary Ham (parent), and Joe Bruce. I want to thank them all for serving. Give them a big 
high-five when you see them. We all feel like the search could not have ended up better!  
 

Cindy starts half-time on August 29, and moves to full-time on Sept. 12. If you would like to help with our 
Children’s and Family Ministry transition, contact Cindy at cindyd@hamblenpres.org or 509-385-0626. 
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Welcome! You're invited to brunch after worship to 
meet some church leaders at Pastor Steve's on 
October 23.  

If you're interested in membership, join us on 
October 30, 10:30 to 2:00, for lunch and the class 
God's Mission has a Church. RSVP to either of these 
events: 509-385-0627 or hppc@hamblenpres.org.  

• Dial toll-free: 1-888-788-0099 

• When prompted, enter the Meeting ID  
826-7370-4214, followed by the # sign. 

• There is no Participant ID. Just hit the # sign. 

• The Meeting Password is 123456, followed by 
the # sign. 

Look inside for more info on these events: 

Choir Rehearsal Begins: September 8 

Fall Ministry Fair: September 11  

Deborah Circle Quilt Show: September 11 

Next Top of the Hill: September 13 

Men’s Bible Study Begins: September 13 

Sunday School Begins: September 18 

Wed Morning Bible Study Begins: September 21 

Oasis Begins: September 25 

Caravan Begins: September 26 

Leadership Retreat: October 2 

Journey Begins: October 5 

Brunch at Pastor Steve’s: October 23 

New Member Class: October 30 


