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“Ask and it will be given to you.” (Matthew 7:7)

| often treated my parents like they were vendiraghines. | tried to be a nice
boy. That would be like putting money in the maehimhen | asked them for what |
wanted. That would be like pushing the button anrttachine to make my selection.
Then | expected, or at least hoped, that they wgive me what | asked for. That is the
moment when you wait with expectation and also ittt of fear, hoping the machine
will really work the way it is supposed to. You kmeéhat moment. If it is a soda pop
machine, it is that sound of bumpity-bumpity-bodhit is a candy bar machine, it is that
moment when you get to see the candy bar drop dimsmits perch to the little door
below. You also know the disappointment that comlesn you put your money in, push
the button and then all is quiet. Nothing happéns.made even worse when the coin
return button also mocks you with silence.

| think my prayer life has often paralleled a vielgdmachine experience. | try to
be good and I hope that God will give me what | faskWhen | don’t get what | want, |
feel very disappointed. | may cry out to God instration and bewilderment, “Why don’t
you answer my prayer and give me what | want?” Otiinges | deal with my frustration
in silence and resignation as if God only answertai prayers and my prayer wasn’t
one of them.

Unanswered prayer is a universal experience. Bweryho prays — and that is
almost everyone — will experience a disappointiNg™or a deafening silence to at least
one prayer.

So, how can Jesus say, "Ask, and it will be giteeyiou; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for yohiis bold statement flies in the face of
our real experience.

How can Jesus say, “Ask, and it will be given éay” To answer this question |
will point out two keys to prayer.

The first is that we are not meant to get evenghie want. The second is that we
need to learn to ask for what God most wants fdousve.

The first key is that we are not meant to get @heng we want.

When Jesus said, “Ask, and it will be given to ydwe did not mean that we will
get anything and everything we ask for. That wdaddh terrible world to live in — where



we all get whatever we want. That would actuallyabhempossible world because what |
want will sometimes conflict with what you wantwbuld even be an undesirable world
if | got everything | wanted to get. | would becoeen more selfish. So, Jesus’ words
can’t mean we get everything we want.

We also see that we are not to get everything ae when we look at these
words of Jesus in their context. This verse (Maitfie7) is part of the Sermon on the
Mount (Matthew 5-7). This sermon includes statemanth as blessed are the poor in
spirit, blessed are those who mourn, blessed arewen people revile you and
persecute you. Jesus also directs his followesgéd first the kingdom of God and God’s
righteousness. In contrast to the words of Jesesjsmally think we are blessed when
things are going well. We are more likely to seelktort and security rather than the
kingdom of God. The Sermon on the Mount shows asdhbr middle class values of
having what we need to be comfortable and happyeatréhe highest priorities in God’s
kingdom.

One reason we are not meant to get everything ave i because our goals are
not always the same as God'’s goals.

My parents loved me, but they had different gtladésn me when it comes to what
it means to be a parent. Their goal was not towending machine for all my desires.
Their goal was my maturity — physical, emotionakial and spiritual. They wanted me
to grow up. They wanted me to learn about lifehia teal world and how to deal with it
successfully. They were not vending machines. WMene more like guides for the
journey. They met my needs like a guide would ddtie people on a trip. But more
importantly, they pointed the way to what reallyttees. They knew a whole lot more
than | knew. | had a lot to learn, whether or naals willing to admit it.

God'’s goal for me is similar to my parents’ gdabd’s goal for me is my
maturity. God knows a whole lot more than | do) seed to know what God wants for
me.

That brings me to the second key. We need to leeask for what God most
wants for us to have.

What God wants for us more than anything elserisi$ to know God and to
know God'’s love. God also wants us to become pewptelove and care for others as
Jesus loved and cared for others.

Our first Scripture reading, Isaiah 58, speaksuialbdnat is important to God. God
is not concerned that we appear religious andfoicthe sake of getting some favor from
God. (That would be the vending machine model irctvbeing nice and religious is like
the money we use to get our requests met.) Godswantio know what really counts —
knowing God, loving God and loving others and olwese Isaiah tells us that loving
others means loving them through tangible, handaetion.



Isaiah says that religious life can become enfRgligious activities such as
prayer can become an attempt to get God’s favberdhan a way to get to know God
and to serve God.

The people Isaiah spoke to were not trying to kwd. They were trying to get
their own way. While they fasted and performedrtheligious duties, they were
oppressing their workers and fighting with eacheotifhey were standing by as people
went hungry. God was more concerned with a diffekerd of fast and a different kind
of activity. The fast God wanted from them was toastop eating. It was for them to stop
acting with injustice, to remove the yoke of opgies and to stop overlooking the
people who live on the margins of society. Thewtgtihat God wants is to feed the
hungry, house the homeless and help the afflicters€10).

Our prayers need to begin with wanting for oursglwhat God wants for us. God
wants us to know God and to know God'’s love throdigbus Christ. God also wants us
to become people who love and care for otherssasJeved and cared for others.

Therefore, we need to learn to ask God to helpwesGod, to help us serve God
and to help follow Jesus.

Jesus said, “Ask and it will be given you.”

Here is my prayer based on Jesus’ promise. “Gadehan anything else | want
to know You and | want to know Your love. | wantftdlow Jesus and | want to love
others like Jesus loved others.”

| believe this is what it means to ask God for etiing. This is what it means to
seek God. This is what it means to knock on God@r d(Repeat prayer.)

This prayer also includes specific needs relatenlt current situation. “God, |
have trouble loving myself. Help me to know tham loved by you.” “Jesus, | find it
hard to be nice to one particular co-worker of midelp me to see him through your
eyes and help me treat him with Christian love.brdl, my friend is very sick and needs
your help. I want him to be healed, but even masart him to know You and Your love
for him. Help me to be a witness to him of the la¥e&hrist.”

Prayer is not so much about getting what we warg.more about receiving the
good gifts God has for us. So, instead of tryirey\tanding machine approach to prayer, |
want to try the “God’s Kitchen” approach. | wantstop trying to get what | want from
God. I want to go to God’s kitchen and enjoy whatl@s preparing for me today. | want
to let Christ give me the food he has for me andhiat food nourish me so | can serve
Christ faithfully.



