WE WERE NOT BROUGHT BY THE STORK
Scriptures: John 1:35-46; 1l Timothy 1:3-12

This morning | want to begin not with our secordure lesson but with a story. | will
get to our second scripture lesson in a momenhisitvookLake Wobegon Days Garrison
Keillor describes what | call the gumball theorypobcreation. He heard it from his childhood
friend Jim. He writes,

Jim believed that God sort of generally watched dlve world but didn’t try to oversee
every single detail. He said that, for exampleewkou’re born, you could be American
or Chinese or Russian or African, depending. kviea are millions of souls lined up
waiting to be born, and when it’s your turn, youdpwn the chute like a gumball to
whoever put the penny in the slot. You were borgdur parents because, right at that
moment when they Did It, you were next in line. d'seconds later and you could have
been ... a Communist (pp. 11-12).

Most of us have gotten beyond such ideas whemnites to how we were born. We
know we were not dispensed like a gumball. We wetebrought by the stork. We were given
life by people, not only the people who conceivedut the people who raised us and taught us
how to live.

The same is true for faith. No one acquires fajtlosmosis. No one is given new life in
Christ by the stork. Just as God works through dnutveings to give us life in the first place, so
God works through human beings to give us eterfeailirough Jesus Christ.

Our second scripture lesson illustrates this.oBef read it, let me compare how the
gospel of Mark describes the story of Jesus’ agliis first disciples. In chapter 1 Mark says,

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he sa@n&ind his brother Andrew casting a
net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And desid to them, “Follow me and | will
make you fish for people.” And immediately theit laeir nets and followed him.

That's what | call the gumball theory of discigigs Jesus puts in the penny, and out
comes a disciple. Jesus calls, and the discipleEsi. That's it.

There is a reason that Mark tells the story they.wYou are here this morning because
Jesus called you. That'sit. It is not because @ special or your parents are special or even
because this church is special. You are here Bectasus wanted you here. Why did Jesus
choose you? |don’'t know. I'm still trying to fige it out. But that is the story.

But it is not the whole story. Now turn to oucead scripture lesson from John 1:35-46
(NT, p. 92). John tells the same story about Jesllisg Andrew and Peter to be his disciples,
but he tells it in a very different way. John &gmning at verse 35:



The next day John [the Baptist] again was standiig two of his disciples, and as he
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, heteed_amb of God!” The two
disciples heard him say this, and they followedidesNhen Jesus turned and saw them
following, he said to them, “What are you lookirg?” They said to him, “Rabbi”
(which translated means teacher), “where are yayirg§?” He said to them, “Come and
see.” They came and saw where he was stayinghagdemained with him that day. It
was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One & tWwo who heard John speak and
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. fiigt found his brother Simon and
said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (whiclréslated Anointed). He brought
Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “Y@uSiamon son of John. You are to be
called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

Do you see the difference? In John’s gospel,sldeas not just walk up to the disciples
and say, “Follow me”; the disciples are referredésus or brought to Jesus by others. This
continues in the next paragraph—verse 43:

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. Heddhilip and said to him, “Follow
me.”

That sounds more like Mark’s gospel—the gumbalbtiief discipleship: Jesus walks up and
says, “Follow me,” and Philip follows.

But look at what is said in the next verse—verse*Méw Philip was from Bethsaida,
the city of Andrew and Peter.” Why do you thinkttfittle detail is inserted at this point? |
think it is to tell us that Philip heard about Jefnom Andrew and Peter. Jesus did not call
Philip out of thin air. Philip was brought to Jeday Andrew and Peter.

Then Philip invites Nathanael—verses 45-46:

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We haweniib him about whom Moses in the
law and the prophets wrote, Jesus son of JosephMazareth.” Nathanael said to him,
“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Phifigido him, “Come and see.”

Nathanael is a hard-core skeptic. When Philig tigetell him about Jesus, Nathanael
says, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?at'§hike saying, “Can anything good come
out of Potlatch?” The pastor search committee woedithat about 20 years ago. Philip does
not argue with him; he just says, “Come and see.”

In our first scripture lesson Paul writes to Timot“l am reminded of your sincere faith,
a faith that lived first in your grandmother Loiscayour mother Eunice and now, | am sure,
lives in you.” Faith did not come to Timothy viaetstork. It came to Timothy through his
parents and grandparents—people who cared enowgit lain to share their faith with him.

But our parents and grandparents in faith do vediys have to be our parents or
grandparents. My own faith was certainly shapedlgyparents and grandparents. But it was
also shaped by many different Sunday School teacret youth group leaders. | particularly



remember one Vacation Bible School teacher | haghwitwas in second grade. It was in the
early 60s, and the theme was space exploratiom Bdece would have loved it. | loved it. It
was one of the most fun weeks of Vacation Bibledsthever had.

At the end of the week after learning about margnévin Jesus’ life, my Vacation Bible
School teacher asked if any of us would like to@g@yayer inviting Jesus to come into our lives
as our Savior and Lord. Now my parents were faltfdllowers of Jesus who always took me to
church and Sunday School, but my parents would haver asked me a question like that. It
just would not have felt natural to them to askarguestion like that. But my Vacation Bible
School teacher did. She asked us if we wouldtbksay a prayer inviting Jesus into our lives, so
| did. A few of us stayed after class and knelvddeside our little chairs and we prayed after
our teacher that Jesus would come into our livelsraake us his disciples.

In second grade did | understand what that me@ift@ourse not. | am still discovering
what that meant. But that Vacation Bible Schoatteer made Jesus personal to me in a way
that my parents were not able to do. Of courseuld/not have been in Vacation Bible School
if my parents had not taken me and if my mother@daught one of the other classes. But
sometimes it takes someone besides your pareh&dpg/ou see what following Jesus is all
about, and that is why we have all those namesinfi®y School teachers and youth leaders and
children’s program leaders listed in the bullehistmorning. It takes a village to raise a child,
and it takes a village to nurture a child in faithnd you can be part of that village. You can be
one of those Vacation Bible School teachers whevier changes the life of 8°@yrader who
may one day become a minister.

It does not have to be difficult. Did you noticeJohn’s gospel how simple is the
process of sharing faith? When those two discipfekhn the Baptist first come to Jesus, Jesus
says to them, “What are you looking for?” He dat ask, “Whom are you looking for?” He
asked, “What are you looking for?” People findukekecause they are looking for something—
something more than the scramble for success,sjicdieomance that is offered to people on
television. To share your faith you don’t haveask someone, “Are you saved?” “Do you know
where you will spend eternity?” Ask them, “Whatytmu hope for in your life?” and then listen.

In response the disciples say to Jesus, “Whergaarstaying?” Is it just me, or does that
seem like a strange response? The disciples deagdb Jesus, “Explain who you are, answer
our questions, resolve our doubts, show us whaicgouwlo for us.” That is not what they say to
Jesus. They say, “Where are you staying, so wetegrnwith you.”

To share your faith with others—and this appliesreto teaching Sunday School or
Vacation Bible School—to share your faith with aghgou do not need to answer all questions,
resolve all doubts, or provide solutions to alllgemns. All you need do is invite people to hang
out with Jesus. That's what Jesus does. He $3agsje and see.” He invites them to come
with him and get to know him.

That is what | am inviting you to do today, andawkiou can invite other people to do.
You don't need to have Jesus all figured out ireotd follow him. You don’t need to have all
your questions answered or answers for all thetounssother person might ask. If you do have



guestions or you hear questions asked by somesegvaiite them down on the Questions of
Faith insert. But you don’t have to have all thgaestions answered in order to come or to
invite others to come. Just come. Come and Bagg out with Jesus in this place where Jesus
meets us, and allow yourself to see what he can gour life.

- Ken Onstot
May 10, 2009



