THE PREACHER AND THE PANHANDLER
Scriptures: Acts 3:1-10
(Peter and John come in front the choir entrandecamss to center stage.)

John: Ah, Peter, do we have to go to the templendagday? We’ve been there three times this
week already. Couldn’'t we stay home for once?

Peter: We go to the temple to glorify and praiselGohat is the purpose for which we were
created.

John: But why must we do it in the temple? Evelo®on, when he was building the temple,
said that God cannot be contained in a buildingan worship God anywhere ... like in bed.

Peter: Yes, John, you could worship God anywhé&u. how often do you? (John shrugs.)
Going to the temple is important because it remusisf the God we are worshiping. The God
who sent Jesus is the same God who spoke to AbrdWlases, and the prophets. When we go
to the temple we remember that.

John: Oh, all right. | guess | would not mind gpio the temple if we did not have to pass by all
those beggars sitting around the entrance. Justfie | would like to worship God without
people asking for money.

Peter: Don’t you think we should help the poor?

John: With what? We don't have anything.

Peter: We have everything we need. We apostles sitlaour belongings in common.

John: Yeah, but zero times twelve is still zero.

Peter: Well, Jesus never let his financial condistop him from helping people.

John: But that was Jesus. Jesus could feed 5@fepeith five loaves of bread. We're lucky
to eat day-old heels.

Peter: Man does not live by bread alone.

John: You're telling me. I'm just tired of beingg@r. And I'm tired of everyone else being poor.
Look at that beggar over there. (He points dovendisle toward the back of the church.) He
comes here every day. He can’t walk, he can’t whekhas to be carried everywhere he goes.
He is totally dependent. Why doesn’t Jesus do stangefor him like he did for other lame
people?

Peter: Maybe he will.



John: When? The guy has been this way since hdaras How much longer does he have to
wait?

Peter: Maybe we should do something for him.

John: Woe, now wait a minute. You know what hagp&hen you try to help beggars. They
come back for more and bring their friends. Besidgving people welfare only makes them
more dependent on it.

Peter: You said he was already dependent.

John: He is, but we can’t expect to solve all thabjems of poverty and dependence in the
world. Our job is to preach the gospel, rememh#&8us said, “You shall be my witnesses.” He
did not say, “You will be my social workers.”

Peter: What does it mean to be a withness? What@ipposed to tell people about Jesus?
John: That he is alive, that he saves from sindmadh and hopelessness.

Peter: Which brings me back to the beggar. Cartlyimk of anyone more hopeless, anyone
more anxious to be saved? Jesus did not com®jgaive souls. He came to save people. He
came to conquer death and disease and dependengiiirgrthat separates us from the life

God wants us to have.

John: But even Jesus didn’t heal everyone. Hovg teeexpect us to? There are thousands of
beggars in Jerusalem. We can’t help all of thean,we?

Peter: Who said we had to help everyone? Peopbetryhio help everyone usually end up
helping no one. Jesus told us to start with thapleeright in front of us.

John (motioning down the aisle): You mean like theggar? Look at him. He is staring at us
like he expects us to give him something.

Peter: Why don’t we?

John (exasperated): Because we don’t have any muratis why.
Peter: Maybe we have something better than money.

John: Like what?

Peter: Like the power of new life in Jesus.

John: What are you going to do? Walk up to him sad “In the name of Jesus of Nazareth,
walk™?



Peter: Why not?

John: Because it might not work, that’'s why. Thenwill look like idiots. Remember the time
you tried to walk on water. Boy was that dumb.

Peter: | do not claim to control God’s power. Bdb think we should tell people about it and
show people what it looks like.

John: You really think you can heal this guy?

Peter: Not me, Jesus.

John: So what are we supposed to do?

Peter: Let's tell the man about Jesus and helptdiiis feet. Come on, help me lift him up.
John: Wait a minute. You mean | have to touch him.

Peter: Of course you have to touch him. How etsevd help him to his feet?

John: But Jesus never had to touch people. Hs@idt “Get up and walk.”

Peter: What are you talking about? Jesus touckegle all the time, even people with leprosy.
Healing people either physically or spiritually afly involves touching them.

John: And what if he isn’'t healed? What if we kifin up and he falls down again?

Peter: Then maybe God will show his power in othays, like through a fellowship of people
who care about him, who help him become self-sifficdespite his disability.

John: And what about the next lame man? Or théblead man? Or the next woman with
leprosy?

Peter: John, we are not the Kingdom of God. Wenateeven pretending that we can solve all
the illnesses and injustices of this world. As gaid, we are witnesses. Our job is to tell people
about Jesus and the new life he came to bring.pBrtof our witness is to demonstrate in small,
imperfect ways how this new life will look. So Wt up this beggar and try to help him to

stand, because that is what Jesus came to doefovitble world: to lift us up and help us to
stand.

John (pause): You know, it would be easier if wa gave him money.

Peter: Of course. That's why people do it. Klways easier to toss money at people than to
touch them, or lift them up, or stand beside thewohwalk with them as they take their first
steps. But Jesus did not toss us money at usvated with us and talked with us and shared
the complicated problems of our lives. And he sard to do the same.



John: Sometimes | wonder if this is going to work.

Peter: What do you mean?

John: Sometimes | wonder if anyone will believet thesus is really the Savior of the world.
Peter: Why do you believe it?

John: | quit believing it after he died on the sro$or me that was the end of everything he
preached, the end of everything he stood for.

Peter: What changed your mind?

John: The same thing that changed your mind: whesaw him alive again. When we saw how
God raised him from the dead, we knew that Godd:cdalthe same for us.

Peter: So why do you doubt whether other peoplebediave in him?

John: Because they have not seen him like we hAlléhey have seen is the cross. All they
have seen is a world of suffering and death, acwairppoor lame beggars. They have not seen
the resurrection.

Peter: So we will have to show it to them.
John: How do we do that?

Peter: We show them the power of the living LoR2bn’'t you see? Even when Jesus healed
people he did it as a sign. Remember the lamewhanwvas brought to Jesus on a stretcher.
They couldn’t get in the house because of the creadhey let him down by ropes from the
roof of the house, right into Jesus’ lap. Jeswddtethe man as a sign that he could also forgive
sins. He healed a blind man as a sign that hHeeight of the world. He raised a widow’s son
as a sign that he is the resurrection and the Aied when we help this lame man in Jesus’
name, we are giving people a sign that Jesus iSak®r of the world.

John: You know, if we start healing people in Jesame, the authorities will not be very
happy.

Peter: Why?

John: Because they are the ones who put Jesug anabs, remember? They executed for being
a fraud, for claiming to be the Son of God. Anavnee are going around saying that he is alive
and healing people. They are not going to like.tha

Peter (shrugging): Sometimes we have to obey Gbéréan people.



John: But do we have to do it in public, where thaély find out about it and arrest us? If you
really want to do something for the lame man, ldtst quietly so that no one finds out.

Peter: Then it won't be a witness.

John: How about if we leave a note? “This man ealed by the masked apostles.”
Peter: Did Jesus just leave a note?

John: No, but Jesus got crucified.

Peter: And raised from the dead, remember? Dendftaid, John. If God is for us, who can be
against us?

John: | can think of a lot of people.

Peter: Well it does not matter. We are not resipdsm$or what other people think or decide
about Jesus. We are responsible to tell them dbout And to give them glimpses of what he
can do in their lives.

John: You make going to the temple sound easy mpeaoison.

Peter: No one said following Jesus is easy, onlinteresting. (Puts his arm around John)
Come on, let’s go to worship, and along the waylvee’e what we can do for the lame man, and

for others like him.
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