WHEN FAMILIARITY BREEDS CONTEMPT
Scriptures: Mark 6:1-6; Mark 4:13-20

If you have never read it, the best Christmasystball time isThe Best Christmas
Pageant Eveby Barbara Robinson. The narrator of the stogyg#l in the church Sunday
School whose mother directs the Sunday School s pageant. The girl says,

The Herdmans were absolutely the worst kids imibtory of the world. They lied and
stole and smoked cigars (even the girls) and tadkeg and hit little kids and cussed
their teachers and took the name of the Lord in aaid set fire to Fred Shoemaker’s old
broken down toolhouse. ... They were just so all adoawful you could hardly believe
they were real: Ralph, Imogene, Leroy, Claude,eQlnd Gladys—six skinny, stringy-
haired kids all alike except for being differertess and having different black-and-blue
places where they clonked each other (p. 1, 4).

But one day, by a strange series of events, tmdrikns ended up at church with all the
main parts in the Sunday School Christmas pagedanty they did not know the story. They
were hearing it for the very first time. So therasor's mother, the director of the pageant, read
it to them, and here is their reaction:

| couldn’t believe it. Among other things, the lderans were famous for never sitting
still and never paying attention to anyone—teachmaeents (their own or anybody
else’s), the truant officer, the police—yet hereytivere, eyes glued on my mother and
taking in every word. “What's that?” they wouldlly@henever they didn’t understand
the language, and when Mother read about therg lb@imoom at the inn, Imogene’s jaw
dropped and she sat up in her seat. “My God!"sshé. “Not even for Jesus?” ...

“Well, now, after all,” Mother explained, “nobody&w the baby was going to turn out
to be Jesus.” “You said Mary knew,” Ralph sailvVHy didn’t she tell them?” “I would
have told them!” Imogene put in. “Boy, would | leatold them! What was the matter
with Joseph that he didn'’t tell them? Her pregraart everything,” she grumbled.

“What was that they laid the baby in?” Leroy saf@hat manger ... is that like a bed?
Why would they have a bed in the barn?” “That'st jihe point,” Mother said. “They
didn’t have a bed in the barn, so Mary and Joseph hasktavhatever there was. What
would you do if you had a new baby and no bed talpibaby in?” “We put Gladys in
a bureau drawer,” Imogene volunteered. “Well,¢hgyu are,” Mother said, blinking a
little. “You didn’t have a bed for Gladys so yoachto use something else.” ...

“What were the wadded-up clothes?” Claude wantdahtw. “The what?” Mother said.
“You read about it—'she wrapped him in wadded-ugileés.” “Swaddlingclothes,”
Mother sighed. “Long ago, people used to wraprthabies very tightly in big pieces of
material, so they couldn’t move around. It madelthkies feel cozy and comfortable.”...
“You mean they tied him up and put him in a feed¥drmogene said. “Where was the
Child Welfare?”



You get the idea. The Christmas story is reather shocking when you hear it for the
first time. God sent his Son into a world that Imadplace for him. He was tied up and put in a
feedbox. King Herod even tried to kill him, anaetfrepeated 30 years later by Pontius Pilate.
The Herdmans found the Christmas story offensieeabse it is offensive. But most of us do
not find the Christmas story offensive; we findiaitiliar.

That was the problem Jesus had in Nazareth, mehiown. Let me show you some of
the reactions Jesus provoked in the first six araptf Mark’s gospel. Take a pew Bible and
turn to Mark 2:5. In Mark 2 a paralyzed man isugiot to Jesus. Verse 5 says, “When Jesus
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Sonurysins are forgiven.” But look at the next two
verses: “Now some of the scribes were sitting thguestioning in their hearts, ‘Why does this
fellow speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Wha ¢argive sins but God alone?”” The scribes
were offended by Jesus because he claimed to tosgng, something only God can do.

Now look at Mark, chapter 3. A man with a shracgthand comes to church on the
Sabbath day. The Pharisees watch to see if Jabiseak their laws against working on the
Sabbath by healing the man. Verse 5 says, “HeigJésoked around at them with anger; he
was grieved at their hardness of heart and satuetonan, ‘Stretch out your hand.” He stretched
it out, and his hand was restored.” Verse 6 sdyg Pharisees went out and immediately
conspired with the Herodians against him, how &trdg him.” The Pharisees and the followers
of King Herod were offended by Jesus because hwagitheir laws for the sake of helping
people.

| was trying to think of a modern equivalent tostkituation. Maybe it is like people who
provide food or water or medical attention to ilégnmigrants from Mexico. It is helping
people, but some people view it as breaking thedagvundermining government authority.
That is how the Pharisees and Herodians felt albeais. His manner of helping people was
breaking the law and undermining their authoriBo they took offense at him.

One more example. Look at Mark, chapter 5. InkviaJesus encounters a demon
possessed man. Today we might say he was meititalBut whether he is demon possessed or
mentally ill does not matter, because the effetitéssame. The man is isolated from everyone
in the community. He lives in a graveyard bruisimgnself with stones. But Jesus welcomes
him and heals him by sending his demons away itterd of swine that are destroyed in the
process. Now look at verses 16-17: “Those whodeamh what had happened to the demoniac
and to the swine reported it. Then they begaretpJesus to leave their neighborhood.” These
people were offended by Jesus. Why? Becausethmepple ahead of economics. He was will
to sacrifice the pigs for the sake of the person.

In the first five chapters of Mark’s gospel thare many reasons why people are
offended by Jesus. He claims to forgive peoplenwtehas no right to do so, and he helps
people even when it means breaking the law or egetarg profits. But now in chapter 6 Jesus
comes to his home town of Nazareth. The home follks acknowledge that Jesus is a great
speaker and does spectacular miracles, but loo&rae 3. They say, “Is not this the carpenter,
the son of Mary and brother of James and Josedwdab and Simon, and are not his sisters here
with us? And they took offense at him.”



In Nazareth people are offended by Jesus’ famyiarit is not his claim to forgive sins
that bothers him. It is not his radical way of Inegapeople even if it means breaking the law.
It's the fact that they have known him since thegrevchildren. They were used to him. They
had been around him so long, he could not posbiblgpecial to them.

Could that be the problem we have with Jesus?eldre a few people in our country
who are offended by Jesus—people who resent havosges on the badges of police chaplains
or who resent having manger scenes on court hauwses! There are a few people who are
offended by Jesus, but most people in our socretyat offended by Jesus; they ignore him.
They live day after day, year after year as ifharelevant. He is just part of the woodwork, a
decoration to be brought out at certain holidays.

The tragedy is that Jesus cannot do anythingiitives if we treat him that way. Mark
6:5 says, “And he could do no deed of power thexeept that he laid his hands on a few sick
people and cured them. And he was amazed atuhkeélief.” If you think Jesus is a fraud for
claiming to be God, or if you are worried that higinh impact your lifestyle or your sense of
security, at least you are taking him seriousksu® can work with that. But if you simply
ignore him, there is nothing he can do.

Today is Confirmation Sunday. There are studintisis year’s high school
confirmation class that | have known since theyenmsrn. They have grown up around Jesus,
just like the people of Nazareth. So to them | ttaroffer this final word: Don’t do what the
people of Nazareth did. Don’t ignore Jesus justibee he is familiar to you, because you have
known him all your life. This person that you haeard about since you were young, this
person whose birth you remember every year at @hais—he can change your life if you let
him, just like he has for centuries. If you folldwn, if you pay attention to him, if you serve
him even if sometimes you doubt him, he can giveryide a purpose and hope that will last
until you die and even after that. But he can’adgthing if you ignore him.
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