“The Hinge of History”
1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Christian author, Max Lucado, in his bo&od Came Near, describes the
dialogue which took place between Christian leaturandon Sanders, and a young
university student. After the completion of Sarsdé&cture, the young man had a lot of
guestions.

“You mean to tell me God became a baby?...”

The young man posing the question was puzzled.thittk eyebrows furrowed in
doubt and his eyes squinted in caution. Thougtetivere places to sit, he opted not to
do so. He preferred to stand safely behind thevdrainsure, yet intrigued by what he
was hearing. Throughout the lecture he had listemently.

“You mean to tell me that God became a baby -thaidhe was born in a sheep
stable?’

“Yes, that's what | mean to say,” the lecturemp@sded.

“And then, after becoming a baby, he was raisetbtue-collar home? He never
wrote any books or held any offices, yet he cafiedself the Son of God?”

“That is right.”

“He never traveled outside of his own country, erestudied at a university, never
lived in a palace, and yet asked to be regardédeasreator of the universe?”

“That's correct.”

“And this crucifixion story...he was betrayed by biwn people? No followers
came to his defense? And then he was executed kenmon junkyard thief?

“That’s the gist of it.”

“And after the killing he was buried in a borrowgichve?”



“Yes, he had no grave of his own, nor money withol to purchase one.”

“And according to what's written, after three dayshe grave he was resurrected
and made appearances to over five hundred people?’

“Yes.”

“And all this was to prove that God still loves meople and provides a way for
us to return to him.”

“Right.”

The honesty of the dialogue kept the audiencdlspeid. But, the young
guestioner had one final piercing question.

“Doesn’t that all sound rather...” He paused a sd¢gearching for the right
adjective. “Doesn’t that all sound rather absurd?”

All heads in the audience turned in perfect symat laoked to the lecturer.

“Yes, yes. | suppose it does sound absurd, db#8h{1)

Our text for this evening is 1 Corinthians 1:18-ZBur text invites us to consider
the wonder and the mystery, and yes, what some den&@dered the foolishness and
absurdity of God in human flesh — crucified to aoptish our salvation. Let’s listen now
for God’s word for us tonight.

The young skeptic who dialoged with Landon Sandexs certainly not the first
person to consider Christ’s death on the crosbsausrd, foolish or even scandalous. In
our text for this evening, the Apostle Paul wagiwgi to a group of young Christians
surrounded on all sides by those who viewed thescas foolish and even scandalous.

For the Gentiles of Paul’'s day, it was absolutebfish to think that God would

become a human being. It was even greater foa@sd)nn fact, an offense, to claim that



God not only became a human being, but suffereddaedli God cannot suffer, the wise
all agreed. The notion was completely offensivE&teek sensibilities.

For the Romans, crucifixion was the ultimate pgnakserved for murderers,
insurrectionists and slaves. Roman citizens,nfeseced to death for a crime, were
beheaded, not crucified. Author Philip Yancey bbaserved, “The Romans, bred on
power deities like Jupiter, could recognize litjledlikeness in a crumpled corpse
hanging on a tree.” The notion was absurd to the&hs.

For the Jews, the cross was utterly offensiveuciiixion was not utilized by the
Jews as a form of capital punishment. HoweversJéid after stoning blasphemers or
idolaters, sometimes hung them for their offenseffecting their understanding from
Deuteronomy that “...anyone who is hung on a trasger God’s curse” (21:23).

Clearly, it was incredible to the Jews that on@séhlife was ended in scandal on
a cross could possibly be God’s chosen One — tigg dovaited deliverer — the Messiah.

Gentiles, Romans, Jews and many others, inclutimgoung skeptic who
dialoged with Landon Sanders, have struggled toensakise of the cross. Noted New
Testament scholar, Gordon Fee, accurately sumesattizs struggle. He says, “No
human in his or her right mind would ever have dred up God’s scheme for
redemption — through a crucified Messiah.” Feesgmeto say, “Had God consulted us
for wisdom we could have given him a more workaiém...But, as it is, in his own
wisdom he left us out of the consultation.”

Perhaps if God had consulted us, we could havise@another way...a way to
avoid the shame, the humiliation, the sheer brtytafithe cross, and still accomplish our

redemption.



As appealing as the notion may sound, author &iliwvillimon wisely observes,
“If we or the world could be saved through humamdkiess or clear thinking, Jesus either
would have formed a sensitivity group and urgetbushare our feelings or would have
founded a school and asked us to have discussiuisknowing the ways of God, the
way of the world, and the persistence of humanJgaus took up the cross...”

Jesus took up the cross and accomplished for aswah could not accomplish for
ourselves...the ultimate healing of our sin-sick soul

Some think that the notion is absurd...our healic@penplished through a cross.
Can’t humanity heal itself? Last year, Yoko Or widow of rock star John Lennon,
took out a full-page ad in the New York Times cadlfor December 8 — the anniversary
of Lennon’s death — to be made a global day ofihgalln calling for this global day of
healing, Ono promised, “One day we will be ablsdg that we healed ourselves, and by
healing ourselves, we healed the world.”

With all due respect, as Christians on this Goaddy evening of 2007, we
understand that our global day of healing has dlreacurred. Our healing was
accomplished not with human good intentions orllapflage ad in the New York Times,
but by Christ’s death on a cross — for us and torsalvation.

Every Sunday during this season of Lent, we halélyproclaimed, as our
words of forgiveness, our understanding of ourihgadnd how it was accomplished.
“But he was wounded for our transgressions, crustiedur iniquities; upon him was the
punishment that made us whole, and by his bruigeare healed” (Isaiah 53:5).

A favorite African-American spiritual so eloqugndchoes our understanding of

what Christ has accomplished on our behalf. “Theeebalm in Gilead to make the



wounded whole. There is a balm in Gilead to hiealsin-sick soul.” Friends, there is a
balm which heals usand that balm is not human kindness, good intestarclear
thinking...that balm is Christ, crucified for us afadl our salvation.

In another of his books, simply entitlelhe Cross, Christian author Max Lucado
describes the pivotal nature of the cross in hysémd in each of our lives with these
words,

(The cross) ...rests on the time-line of historgl&compelling diamond.

Its tragedy summons all sufferers. Its absurditsacts all cynics. Its hope

allures all searchers. History has idolized agshised it, gold-plated and

burned it, worn and trashed it. History has doreryghing but ignore it. How
could you ignore such a piece of lumber? Suspkndeats beams is the
greatest claim in history. A crucified carpentliming to be God on earth.

Divine. Eternal. The death-slayer. Never habé@nbeen regarded so

sacred. No wonder the apostle Paul called thes@went the core of the

gospel. It's bottom line sobering: if the accoigrue, it is history’s hinge.

On this Good Friday evening, as we gather inglase, we are bold to declare
that the cross of Christ is indeed history’s hiage healing balm for our sin-sick souls.
It may seem absurd to some, but not to us. We tolaion to understand the cross. Who
could understand the love of a God who became’sarbckery to save his children?
Love so amazing, so divine; who could understahdierhaps our greatest need tonight
is not to understand it, but to receive it. Malatso that all honor and glory may be

given to the One who has been revealed to us asfMBkdeemer and Friend. Amen.

- Robin Garvin
April 6, 2007



