“Open Our Eyes, Lord”
Mark 8:22-26

Our first Scripture lesson for today, which wasdreanoment ago, provides us with a less than
flattering snapshot of Jesus’ disciples. Here weetthe twelve people who were the closest and most
intimate associates of Jesus’ during his earthlyistry. We expect them to have the inside track wit
Jesus. We expect them to know and understand Bettes than anyone else. We expect them to be
models of faith and devotion. And so, frankly sitdisappointing when we stumble across a passage
like this and discover to our surprise and dismawy kotally clueless the disciples appear.

Let me read our first lesson again. This time ike o read it from The Message, Eugene

Peterson’s marvelous paraphrase of the Bible.

Jesus then left them, got back in the boat andduefm the other side.
But the disciples forgot to pack a lunch. Exceptd®ingle loaf of
bread, there wasn’t a crumb in the boat. JesusedafBe very
careful. Keep a sharp eye out for the contaminateast of the Pharisees
and the followers of Herod.’

Meanwhile, the disciples were finding fault withchaother because
they had forgotten to bring bread. Jesus overhaaddsaid, ‘Why are
you fussing because you forgot bread? Don’t youltsegoint of all
this? Don’t you get it at all? Remember the fivaves | broke up for
five thousand? How many baskets of leftovers did gick up?

They said, ‘Twelve.” ‘And the seven loaves for tbar thousand —
how many bags of leftovers did you get?’

‘Seven.’

He said, ‘Do you still not get it?’



Don't you see the point of all this? Don’t you gedt all? Do you still not get it?

The sad answer to Jesus’ series of rhetorical iussis no...the disciples really didn'’t see...
the disciples really didn’t get it. They really ditlseem to see or understand who Jesus was artd wha
he was calling them to, even after being eyewie®$s many miraculous healings and the feedings of
5 and 4,000 respectively. They were still, in adydrind.

Immediately following this disappointing snapshbtlee disciples’ spiritual blindness, we
encounter a story of perhaps the strangest hemowgded in Scripture, the story of Jesus’ heabihg
the blind man of Bethsaida. And it is through téed of this strange healing of the blind man of
Bethsaida we begin to have hope that perhaps ithareure for the disciple’s spiritual blindness as
well. This story is recorded in Mark 8:22-26, whidin once again be found on page 43 of your pew
Bible New Testament.

You have to admit that this is a strange healingysit doesn’t follow the pattern of most of
Jesus’ other healings. We're used to Jesus heajirngay of a word, or a touch, or even the applarati
of mud...but spitting in the eyes of the blind man.wrtbat’s a little different. And we’re used to
immediate, all-at-once healings. This two-touclogoessive healing is unprecedented.

There’s no question about it, t his is an amaztogysbut why is this short, five-verse little
story interjected here in the Gospel of Mark? Ma&emistake; the placement of this account of the
healing of the blind man of Bethsaida at this junetin the Gospel of Mark is not random. Many
commentators believe that Mark strategically platesireal event from Jesus’ ministry at precisely
this point in the Gospel as a word of hope and eragement for disciples in his own time, and for al
who would follow in years to come.

So, what point is Mark trying to make? | thinkgtthis: just as Jesus was able to bring physical
sight to the blind man of Bethsaida, so Jesuslestalbring spiritual sight to his disciples. Isense,

the disciples are like the blind man in the fitstge of his recovery. After Jesus’ first applicataf



saliva, the blind man could see, but his vision blasry. He saw people, but they looked like trides
were walking. Likewise, the disciples had someonsof Jesus and the life he called them to, but the
vision was blurry at best. For example, later is 8th chapter of Mark’s Gospel, Peter demonstrated
remarkable clarity of vision in response to Jesu&stion, “Who do you say that | am?” Without
missing a beat, Peter replied, “You are the Messldéa clearly “got it” and understood in that monhen
that Jesus was the promised Messiah. But, a few shioutes later, Jesus severely chastises Peter,
likening him to Satan, when he couldn’t comprehtredidea that Jesus would ultimately suffer and
die. Peter’s vision of Jesus in that moment wasypland in need of correction.

That’'s where the second touch of Jesus comesshagdithe blind man of Bethsaida needed a
second touch from Jesus in order to see clearlfhesdisciples will need numerous second touches
from Jesus in order to see him and have a cleadgratanding of his call to follow. Jesus’ williregs
to provide a second touch which enabled the bliad to see clearly is the ultimate word of hope for
the disciples. They can trust that Jesus is willmgrovide whatever second touches they may requir
in order to clearly see Jesus and respond to Hiodallow.

And, friends, that's the word of hope for us irstospel narrative as well. For as much as we
might like to believe that our spiritual eyesigh®0:20, if we're honest, we’'ve got to admit that w
frequently don’t see any better than Jesus’ origirsxiples. Many days, our ability to see Jesus an
understand his call to follow is blurry at best amaheed of correction. It's a good thing that eisu
willing to provide second touches, because we tieeah!

In our first Scripture text for this morning, Je'sosginal disciples were concerned about where
their next meal was coming from. Maybe we’re notnweal about our next meal, but we’ve got our
own concerns and distractions that blur our vispaying our mortgages, raising kids, work demands,
planning for retirement, keeping up with the frargace of life...the list could go on and on. Bug th
point is simple, just like all the disciples who’'geme before us; we are prone to blurry spiritusion

that is in great need of correction. Like the ¢ghses who've come before us, we're all in need of a



second touch from Jesus in order to clearly saesJasd how we are to faithfully follow him.

But, | guess we shouldn’t be surprised by our glspiritual vision. The Apostle Paul spoke of
how blurred spiritual vision would be a constantredf life of faith during our earthly pilgrimagen 1
Corinthians 13:12, Paul said, “Now we see thingsdrfectly as in a poor mirror, but then we will see
everything with perfect clarity. All that | know martial and incomplete, but then | will know
everything completely, just as God knows me nowl. TN Seeing and understanding everything
completely. That, according to Paul, is the hopbkezven, but, for now, we’re stuck with blurry isi

So, what about right now? Is there hope for ourriglapiritual vision in the here and now as we
faithfully seek to follow Jesus in this life? | tti the answer is yes!

Let me explain what | mean by way of an analodyink many of us can relate to. Like many
of you, as the years have moved on, | have becoaone dependent on my glasses. They are literally
the first thing | reach for when | get up in themmag. Without them, my vision is blurry at bestyM
eyes are dependent on the correction these lensasig

Similarly, all of us who seek to follow Christ ihis life are dependent on the corrections or
second touches that our Lord provides along thetaaarpen our blurry spiritual vision. So, just
what are some of the means of correction or setmnzh that Jesus provides for us along the way?

The possibilities are endless, but | think theeeafew consistent ways that Jesus provides a
corrective second touch. The first way that coroe®y mind is through reading and reflecting on
Scripture. Many years ago, in his Institutes of@istian Religion, John Calvin, the father of our
Presbyterian tradition, referred to Scripture &s"“#pectacles” through which we come to really see
and understand God.

Calvin believed that Scripture is the “prescriptlens” that our Lord has given us. Through the
lens of Scripture we come to truly understand aandl.ourselves, and our call to follow.

As we read and reflect upon Scripture, our Lordsgles us with corrective second touches that

help to clear our blurry spiritual vision. Let mggyou an example. Many years ago, | was leading a



Bible study in which we were studying several pgsesahat lifted up the concept of covenant in the
Scriptures. We talked about God's faithfulnessstaklishing and maintaining covenants with His
people, despite their faithlessness. We tried fdyajne concepts we were talking about and disalisse
marriage as a covenant relationship and our cédlitbfulness as partners in marriage. At the time,
didn’t know that one of the members of my class temently separated from his wife. Several days
after the class, he came to me and said that Gibdgaken to him during our last class session about
his need to be a faithful covenant partner in hagrrage, and that he was moving back home to try
again. Unbeknownst to me, as we opened the Bilddalked about covenant that night, Jesus was
applying a second touch to eyes that needed tthegmssibility of healing in his marriage.

| believe that another way our Lord provides aective second touch is through participation
in corporate worship. Several years ago, a womamyicongregation suffered a terrible tragedy. Her
sister who was a middle school teacher in herd@te was involved in a fatal car accident on hey wa
to school one Friday morning. Two days later, onday, the entire family was in the front pew of our
sanctuary. Frankly, | was surprised. Their loss s@afresh. | had anticipated they might need some
time to regroup before they returned to church. M\Mheommented on my surprise, the woman replied,
“We knew that we needed to be here today. We khatvdoming here, worshipping God, and being
with our faith family, was the only way we were ggito see our way through this.” As we worship
God, we receive corrective second touches thatusefee our way through the inevitable hard times |
the life of faith. This incident also lifts up tihele that interactions with members of our famifyfath
can play in helping us to overcome our spirituakbhess.

Another important way that | believe that our L@rdvides corrective second touches is
through prayer. Some years ago, a friend sharddmat that she and her family had been praying for
some time about adopting a child. She recounteidbtiday as she was praying, she felt an incredibl
sense of peace and clearly understood that they tegsroceed with the adoption. Her blurry vision

was cleared as she prayed.



As | said before, the possibilities are endlessth bottom line is the same. Our Lord is in the
business of second touches...providing in a varietyays the ability to see the way of faith more
clearly.

Sometimes, what we really need to do is to stog Emough to give our Lord some room to
touch us and heal our blurry vision. I know thidlwound a little strange, but we could learn arot
this regard from pigeons. Have you ever wondereyg pipeons walk so funny? According to an article
| read recently, a pigeon walks the way it doe# san see where it's going. Because it can’t adjas
focus as it moves, the pigeon actually has to bitsigead to a complete stop between steps in toder
refocus. You've seen how they walk...head forwardp sthead back, stop. You know, we have a hard
time seeing while we're moving, too! We also neagtop between steps in order to refocus and see
clearly before moving on.

In my mind, that's what Lent is all about. A fortgy period for us to stop and refocus. An
opportunity to acknowledge the truth that our $pai vision is blurry and we are in great needhef t
gracious and corrective second touch of our Lostigé& we are to see him more clearly and follow
him more faithfully.

Are you in need of a second touch today? Knowjtlstas Jesus was willing to extend a
gracious second touch to the blind man of Bethsdidaoriginal 12 disciples, and all the discipldso
have come after them, Jesus is ever so willingaeige a second touch to you today...giving you a
clearer vision of who he is and his call to yodditow. Will you stop today and receive that touch?

| pray today that our collective prayer will be tuecient prayer of the church that countless
disciples have prayed along the way. “Lord, grhat tve may see thee more clearly, love thee more
dearly, and follow thee more nearly day by day."yWtebe so that all honor and glory may be given to

the One who has been revealed to us as Maker, Redemd Friend. Amen.



